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Date: The date of the anniversary celebration, November 14, 1943, was 
chosen because that Sunday is the actual twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the consummation of the merger which produced The United Lutheran 
Church in America. 

Emphasis: The whole thrust of the anniversary observance is to be 

forward. God’s blessings in the first twenty-five years of our Church’s 

life establish upon us the obligation to make the second quarter century, 
under His guidance and with His empowerment, one of even more sig- 
nificant Kingdom attainment. 

Slogan: “Toward God’s Golden Goals” stretches minds and hearts for- 

ward toward our golden anniversary in 1968. 

Text: The text which is being commended to our pastors for use in their 

anniversary sermons is Joshua 13: 1b: “There remaineth yet vety much 

land to be possessed.” 

Anniversary Gratitude Gift: In harmony with the action of the Church 

at its 1942 convention in Louisville, Ky. (see minutes 1942, Resolutions 

on page 557), the Church is being asked to offer a gratitude gift to 
eliminate the accumulated deficit of the Board of Ministerial Pensions 
and Relief (about $55,000) and to establish a reserve fund which will 
help make it possible to pay present pensions without borrowing from: 

the parent pension fund. , 

Anniversary Feature: The purchase of the new headquarters for the 

U. L. C. A. may properly be thought of as a feature of its twenty-fifth 

anniversary celebration. The new church house indicates clearly that 

we plan to enter fully into the opportunities which the new quarter 
century will offer us. 

Helps which have been furnished pastors: 

A. President Knubel’s official call: On August 10, 1943, the President of 
the Church mailed an official anniversary call to every pastor in the 
U. L. C. A. This call was reprinted in THe LutuHeran of August 25, 
1943, together with a poe of President Knubel displaying the 
anniversary slogan. t 

B. Dr. Greever’s letter: On October 11 and 12 a letter was sent by Dr. 
Greever to all U. L. C. A’ pastors. It included: 

Hints for anniversary sermons and addresses. 

Samples of the special anniversary bulletin. 

Sample of invitation postcard to be used by pastors to invite mem- 
bers and friends to the anniversary service and to announce the 
anniversary broadcast. 

Sample offering envelope. 

Self-addressed and stamped order postcard. 


Nation-wide radio broadcast: On Sunday, November 14, 1943, from 
10.00 to 10.30 A. M. (EWT) the majority of the 130 stations of the 
Columbia Broadcasting System will send out our special U. L. C. A. 
twenty-fifth anniversary program. It will include a dramatic sketch 
lasting about fourteen minutes; a brief introduction of Dr. Knubel by 


Dr. Paul Scherer, son of the first U. L. C. A. Secretary (three minutes) ; - 


Dr. Knubel’s anniversary address (ten minutes). Sunday schools and 
congregations have been asked to make suitable preparations for the 
reception of this program where it will be in progress at their usual 
assembly hours. Where this is not possible the broadcast is to be com- 
mended to shut-ins and non-members. 


Anniversary edition of Tae LurHeran: On November 10, 1943, Tur 


Lutueran will feature the anniversary. Its front cover will carry the 
anniversary picture. Limitations on paper prohibit expansion of the 
size of that issue. (Concluded on page 25) 
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November 10, Martin Luther 
born at Eisleben 

Enters School at Eisenach 

Becomes a student at Erfurt 
University 

Made Master of Arts 

Enters: Augistinian Monastery 

Becomes a professor in Witten- 
berg University - 

Is constituted a Doctor of 
Theology 

Lectures on the Psalms 


October 31, nails his Ninety-five | 
Theses on the door of the Cas- — 
tle Church in Wittenberg, and © 


thus begins the work of the 
Reformation 

Is excommunicated 

Burns the Pope’s Bull of excom- 
munication in Wittenberg 

Appears before the Diet at 
Worms 


Is taken to the Wartburg for safe- | 


keeping, and translates the 
Bible 

Publishes the New Testament in 
German 

Directs the Saxon Visitation ofl 
Churches 

(about) Composed “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God” 

Writes the Large and Small 
Catechisms, the world’s oldest 
Catechisms. 

Completes translation of the 
whole Bible, from Hebrew and 
Greek into modern German. 

Writes the Schmalkald Articles 

February 14, preaches his last 
sermon in Eisleben, where he 
was born 

February 18, dies the “death of 
the righteous” in his native city 

February 22, is buried in the 
Castle Church in Wittenberg, 
where he began the Reforma- 
tion. His body still rests within 
these sacred walls, but, being 
dead, he yet speaketh, for his 


message is a message from God. 
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In Need of Release and Relief 


_ The idea is all too widely prevalent that the Reformation of the six- 
teenth century was an illegitimate, untimely and destructive movement 
within the Roman Catholic Church. The folly of this conclusion is indi- 
cated by the following facts: 

1. The Church undertook to restore its purity and vigor by means of 
three “Reformatory Councils”—Pisa, A. D. 1409; Constance, A. D. 1414; 
Basel, A. D. 1431. Each and all failed to accomplish their purpose, which 
was healing “the schism and instituting disciplinary reforms.” 

2. Destructive forces within the Roman Church were active: 

(1) Territorial pretensions of the Papacy. 

(2) Unlimited power of appointment to offices. 

(3) Exemption of Clerics from all secular authority. 

(4) Exemption of all ecclesiastical property from taxation. 
, (5) Replacement of religions by secular motivation. 

(6) The Venality of the Papacy in granting positions. 

(7) Clerical immorality and corruption. 

(8) Replacement of true piety by formalism. 

(9) Indifference to ideas and institutions of the New Age. 


THE CHURCH 


IN THE MEWS ........ hy G. Elson Rup 


No Methodist dinner 


Every Methodist in America is 
going to be asked to go without food 
on Sunday, April 23. This is the first 
fast day which has been attempted 
on a big scale by Methodists for a 
good many years. 

John Wesley believed in fasting as 
a spiritual exercise. His followers 
have decided to 
try out the idea. 
The day set is the 
} Sunday before the 
opening of the 
General Confer- 
ence, national 
Methodist con- 
vention held every fourth year. 

Methodists will be urged to spend 
the fast day in personal, family, and 
public prayer. They will pray that 
the General Conference may “dis- 
cover the will of God for the Church 
in this day when civilization is bleed- 
ing to death,” explains the Christian 
Advocate. 

“We are certain that nothing will 
do more to convince the world of the 
serious mind of Methodism than the 
knowledge that 8,000,000 Methodists 
have actually fasted for an entire 


day and prayed in behalf of the post?” 


war world,” says the Advocate. 


Peace principles 

Pouiticians in this country are 
usually quite safe in disregarding the 
opinions of church bodies, for these 
opinions differ so much among them- 
selves that nobody can be sure what 
the “church” thinks. 

But politicians can no longer be in 
doubt on what the “church” thinks 
about peace. The seven-point decla- 
ration of principles which must gov- 
ern eduring peace, recently widely 
publicized in the newspapers, comes 
as close to be a united front of 
church opinion as we are likely to 
see in a long while. 

It isn’t really a “joint declaration” 
which the Most Reverend Arch- 
bishops of the Roman Church, Dr. 
Israel Goldstein of the Synagogue 
Council, and Presiding Bishop 
Henry St. George Tucker of the Fed- 
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eral Council of Churches have 
signed. Members of the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy (more than twenty of 
them) signed their own declaration. 
But except for their preamble, their 
declaration is identical with the 
documents signed by the Protestants 
and the Jews. 

The signers acted as individuals, 
but in reality the document is the 
combined product of the National 
Catholic Welfare Council, Federal 
Council of Churches, and the Syn- 
agogue Council. 

The principles themselves are not 
nearly so surprising as the united 
ecclesiastical front which they rep- 
resent. They are as follows (each 
one briefly amplified in the declara- 
tion): 1. The Moral Law must gov- 
ern world order. 2. The rights of the 
individual must be assured. 3. The 
rights of oppressed, weak, or colo- 
nial peoples must be protected. 4. 
The rights of minorities must be se- 
cured. 5. International institutions 
to maintain peace with justice must 
be organized. 6. International eco- 
nomic co-operation must be de- 
veloped. 7. A just social order within 
each state must be achieved. 


Danes and Jews 


Nowuere has the church taken 
more prompt and forceful action 
about the Nazi campaign against 
the Jews than in Denmark. 

A protest was prepared by the 
bishops of the Danish Lutheran 
Church, to be sent to the German 
occupation officials and to be read in 
all churches on October 3. It said in 
part: “We will never forget that the 
Lord Jesus Christ was born in Beth- 
lehem of the Virgin Mary, according 
to God’s promise to the Chosen Peo- 
ple of Israel. 


“The history of the Jews up to the 


time of the Nativity involved a prep- 
aration for the salvation which God 
has given to all men through Christ. 
Persecution of the Jews conflicts 
with the humanitarian conception of 
the love of neighbors and the mes- 
sage which Christ’s church set out to 
preach.” 


In some churches where the state- 


ment was read, the congregations | 
went on record stating that the Dan- © 
ish people, as a Christian nation, — 
must protect the Jews against ag- — 


gression. 


King Christian of Denmark told | 
church leaders that “if the Germans | 
want to put the yellow Jewish star © 
in Denmark, I and my whole family — 


will wear it as a sign of the highest 
distinction.” In some countries the 
Nazis have forced the Jewish pop- 
ulation to wear the yellow star as a 
badge of identification. 


America must lead 


AMERICA must now assume lead- i 
ership in world Lutheranism, Dr. ~ 
Otto Piper of Princeton Theological — 
Seminary told the Wartime Confer- © 
ence of Lutheran College Faculties — 


at Valparaiso, Indiana, recently. 


Dr. Piper, who was prominent in © 
Lutheran circles in Germany before © 
coming to this country, said that the | 


Lutheran Church is in danger of 
“division and serious disruption as 


the result of the world’s present 


distress.” 


Nashville notices 


IN many cities newspapers have © 
dropped or greatly reduced their ~ 
church-news section, and have prob- — 


ably received very little expression 
of disappointment from the readers. 


Newspaper editors often complain © 


that the attention they give to 
church news is seldom appreciated 
by the church people. 


But things are different in Nash- — 


ville. The Banner and the Tennes- 
sean, the daily papers in that city, 
recently discontinued their weekly 
church pages, and were rewarded 
with a flood of protests. 

Obvious reason for reducing news 
content is the severe paper shortage. 
Church news seems to be among the 
first victims, on the principle that it 


does not have as much reader-inter- 


est as other news. In Nashville the 
readers thought otherwise, and both 
papers have announced they will re- 
sume the regular church announce- 
ments. 
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IN THE WORLD'S EVE 


The Orthodox Church of Russia 
has proclaimed (September 18) the 
excommunication of all priests and 
laymen who have co-operated with 
the enemy. The edict reaches farther 
than that: it applies to any reported 
cases in all Russian and Greek Or- 
thodox churches throughout the 
world. Persons profiting by enemy 
occupation, or through any form of 
collaboration, are denounced as 
guilty of “Judas treason.” We are 
assured by the Archbishop of York 
(England) since his recent visit 
(September 24) to Russia, that the 
Orthodox Church enjoys “the fullest 
freedom of worship in the Soviet 
Union.” Just what reservations may 
be, if any, in the mind of the Soviet 
government, it would be impossible 
to say. There seems, however, to be 
no reservation in the mind and spirit 
of the church. Its attitude on ex- 
communication is understandable, 


/) inasmuch as the Orthodox Church 


must still have some formal, official 
connection with the state. Such an 
edict would hardly have a place in 
a church totally detached from the 
state, as ours is, but that does not 
prevent understanding and sym- 
pathy with the logic of Orthodox 


| thought and action. 


Salvaging to stimulate faith has a 
happy illustration in the naval dock- 
yards at Rosyth, Scotland. A naval 
chapel there, and all its furnishings, 
have been made by naval ratings and 
dockyard workers. The Sunday Ex- 
press, London, says the altar rails 
were made from teak wood taken 
from the German ships scuttled at 
Scapa Flow after World War I. The 
frame of the chapel’s east window is 
‘the steering-wheel of one of the 

ships. All the pews are made of wood 
similarly recovered. Many other 
items come from the same source. 


Mexico’s Scientific Institute of 
Public Opinion (a national Gallup 
poll evidently), has just issued its 
first survey. It reveals that 514% per 
cent of a cross-section of Mexican 
opinion is opposed to taking part in 
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the present global war outside Mex- 
ican territory. This is the almost 
unanimous attitude in Latin Amer- 
ica. The various nations want the 
military equipment and preparation 
that have been munificently granted 
by Lend-Lease. That opinion is 100 
per cent. Argentina wants it, too, 
without taking the Nazi _ water- 
bucket off its other shoulder. So 
far only Brazil has taken any steps, 
or shown any signs, toward offering 
combat troops. These, however, it 
wants to keep under independent 
command, and presumably to be 
used in territory familiar to its form 
of life and economy. Portugal’s dic- 
tator, Dr. Salazar, is said now to be 
eager to come out on the side of the 
United Nations. That would open an 
inviting field for collaboration to the 
Portuguese-speaking Brazilians. So 
far as co-operation goes, it might be 
well to add that Guatemala has just 
been reported (September 30) as 
having subscribed $2,000,000 to the 
Third War Loan. 


Like the Hungarians, the Dutch 
have gone to their glorious past to 
find faces to grace their new set of 
stamps. However, the Hungarians 
sought the past as an escape from a 
futile and shameful present; the 
Dutch turned to the glory of earlier 
days as a harbinger of approaching 
triumphs. The series of admirals 
chosen to grace the new issue are 
from the “golden age” of the Nether- 
lands, when her sea heroes of the 
seventeenth century successfully 
challenged the naval might of Brit- 
ain, and founded colonies in the East 
and West Indies, established them- 
selves on Manhattan Island and New 
Jersey, and gave a Prince-Governor 
to Brazil. Among these stars of Hol- 
land’s galaxy of heroes none shines 
brighter than Maartin van Tromp 
(1598-1653) , who defeated the Span- 
ish fleet off Dunkerque and ten 
years later (1652) vanquished Brit- 
ain’s fleet off Dover. In exultation 
over this triumph van Tromp fast- 
ened a broom to his masthead as a 
sign of having made “a clean sweep” 
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of the North Sea. A significant fea- 
ture of this stamp issue is that it 
comes from a government-in-exile. 


“Listening In” must be a very ex- 
citing form of entertainment on the 
European continent during the pres- 
ent days. Various elements heighten 
the interest—the quickening pace of 
Allied attacks; the consequent pres- 
sure of the occupying forces and their 
quisling satellites to keep news ad- 
verse to themselves from their vic- 
tims; the ingenious devices by which 
these restless and hopeful victims 
circumvent their foes. The picture 
of the methods used by the Belgians 
to “hear the news” doubtless may be 
duplicated in any other occupied 
zone, though the framing may be 
different. In Belgium the London 
broadcasts are followed regularly 
and eagerly by well-organized “lis- 
teners’ groups,” who assemble cir- 
cumspectly in homes where good 
radio séts have been secretly pre- 
served from frequent and ever-sus- 
picious searches. Since these sets are 
few and a considerable gathering of 
people would attract hostile atten- 
tion, stenographic notes are taken of 
every broadcast and distributed to 
radioless groups. Each gathering has 
its “lookout” guard to warn of any 
unexpected Gestapo raid. Of course, 
the boiled-down broadcasts are car- 
ried farther by the ever-present un- 
derground newspapers. In many 
ways people learn what is going on. 


Ragging the enemy is a common 
device of the helpless; it sustains 
morale and brightens hope. All the 
conquered nations have been prac- 
ticing it with infinite variety in- 
genious enough to fill many books 
with chuckles. Walls and pavements 
have provided many of the pages. 
The most recent recourse has been 
to suggest the future through the 
past, by writing “1918” everywhere. 
The Belgians, however, have re- 
cently freshened the suggestion by 
writing next year’s number—1944— 
but adding, “One plus nine plus four 
plus four makes eighteen!” 


How Will They Return? 


Chaplain Herbert Moehlman, Veteran in Ministry to 


Soldiers Looks Ahead 


Tue thoughts of our people are daily with their loved ones in the mil- 
itary service. Never before have they so earnestly remembered them in 
their prayers. All are hoping and praying for an early peace and the return 
of those whom they so dearly love and cherish. That thought is uppermost 
in the minds of all who have sons in the armed services of their country. 

Many imagine that they will return in much the same manner as they 
left their homes. The thought has never occurred to them that the experi- 
ences through which their sons have passed since induction into the military 
service have had a very telling effect upon their lives. Changes have taken 
place such as only few can realize or visualize. 


In order that we may do our full 
duty to our men upon their return 
home, we should begin now to con- 
cern ourselves about their future. 
We must begin now to acquaint our- 
selves with the changes that have 
taken place in their lives. Unless we 
recognize and thoroughly under- 
stand these changes, we shall not be 
able to assist them in making the 
proper and necessary adjustments 
upon their return. This is one of the 
most pressing and urgent problems 
confronting the State, the Home and 
the Church. In all of our post-war 
planning, this matter has received 
little, if any, serious thought and 
consideration. Shall we repeat the 
same fatal errors of the last war? 


God forbid! 
FAILURE IN 1919 


All who are honest must admit’ 


that we failed to make proper prep- 
arations for the men who returned 
from World War I. They were dis- 
appointed in us, although many of 
them did not give voice to such dis- 
appointment. We were unprepared 
to receive them in our homes and in 
our churches. Had we, in advance, 
formulated some definite plans and 
programs, our service men would 
have fared far better, and large num- 
bers of them would have become 
useful and valuable members of the 
Church, of the community, of the 
country, and of the world at large. 
As it was, they were sadly neglected 
and disillusioned and were forced to 
effect organizations for their own 
protection and welfare. May we not 
fail our men who will return to us 
from this war! If we do, the situa- 
tion will be a thousand times more 
serious, for not only is the number of 
our service men double and treble 
that of the preceding war, but the 
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conditions facing them upon their - 


return home will be a_ thousand 
times more serious than those con- 
fronting our soldiers of 1918 and 
1919. This post-war problem should 
be given priority in all of our post- 
war planning. It concerns our own 
flesh and blood, the salvation of im- 
mortal souls for. which Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God, gave His Holy and 
precious life—Yea, it concdtns the 
future of the Church, the future of 
America! 


FORCED INTO MATURITY 


How will they return insofar as 
their mental state is concerned? 
Those who left their homes mere 
boys will return fully matured men. 
Mothers and fathers dare not lose 
sight of that fact. In the short time 
that they have been away from 
home, many of them have done more 
earnest and serious thinking than 
their elders have ever done in their 
whole lifetimes. The trials and the 
hardships.to which many of them are 
subjected have sobered their souls 
for life. The death and destruction 
which they have witnessed have 
seriously affected their inner man 
and put a sadness in their hearts 
which time will not be able to erase. 
The steady strain and tension which 
they have been under has worked 
havoc with their entire nerve sys- 
tems. As a result of their trying and 


terrifying experiences their whole’ 


outlook on life will have changed. 
All these and many more facts must 
be borne in mind in dealing with our 
young men upon their return from 
the armed forces. Every aid and as- 
sistance will have to be given to their 
earnest endeavor to forget the awful 
nightmare and restore their mental 
equilibrium. This is no time to at- 


tempt a full and complete picture of 
_ the mental change taking place in ~ 


the men on the various battlefronts 


of the world, which will however — 
have to be reckoned with when they — 


return. 


DEEPENED APPRECIATION 


How will they return insofar as — 
their home community and country 
are concerned? One thing is abso-— 
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lutely certain, they will return with © 


a deeper sense of appreciation for 


both the home community and their — 


country. Having spent considerable 
time in strange lands and surround- 


ings, they will come back to home ~ 


community and country with an 
abiding sense of devotion and grat- 
itude. Now that they have suffered 
and sacrificed to save their country, 
it will mean more to them than it 
ever meant before. Interest in the 
home community and country will 
have deepened and broadened. 
American citizenship will be more 
highly treasured as a result of what 
they have observed in other lands. 
Anyone or’ anything which may 
threaten. the best interest and se- 
curity of their native land they will 
most vigorously oppose. They realize 
only too well that the war which 


they fought was not an economic or — 


political war, but a life-and-death 
struggle for the very existence of 
their beloved country.’ They will 
come back to us warriors for right- 


eousness, realizing that anything less © 
than that will mean:that they have 
fought, suffered, bled and died in 
vain. They will exemplify a type of © 
citizenship which will augur well for © 
the future of America and the world, — 


RELIGIOUS INFLUENCES 


How will they return to us insofar 
as their relation to the Church and 


God are concerned? The service 
which the Church has rendered the 
men in uniform will always be most 
gratefully remembered by them. 
The Church through her representa- 
tives, the chaplains, has followed 
them to the uttermost parts of the 


earth and has been with them in the — 
thick of battle. The same hardships 


which they endured, the representa- 


tives of the Church, the chaplains, ~ 


have also endured. They have ac- 
companied them on all hazardous 
journeys and were with them on 


their most perilous expeditions. At © 
no time were they without the serv- 
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ices of the Church. Never before 
have they enjoyed so intimately the 
companionship of pastors and priests. 
Every opportunity was given to 
come to them by day and by night 
with problems and difficulties which 
always received the most careful 
and sympathetic consideration. The 
needs of the inner, spiritual man 
were abundantly supplied. At no 
other time in their lives has the 
Church given such evidence of its 
love and devotion. And our service 
men have been deeply appreciative 
of these services rendered by the 
Church. 


From Chaplain to Pastor 


What will they look for when they 
return? When our service men re- 
turn home, they will expect their 
home pastor to carry on in the same 
manner as did their chaplains in the 
Army and Navy. They will seek in 
their home pastor those qualities and 
ideals which their chaplains pos- 
; sessed and exemplified. They will 

expect the same kindly and sympa- 
thetic interest and helpful counsel. 
May they snot be disappointed! May 
the home pastors carry on where the 
chaplains left off! The chaplain has set 
a standard of service and sympathy 
which the home pastor must live up to 
if our service men are to be kept true 
to the Church upon their return home. 
They must be given the same free ac- 
cess to the home pastor which they en- 
joyed in the Army and Navy. Upon 
their return home they will seek the 
‘advice and counsel of their pastors in 
making proper and necessary adjust- 
ments to conditions as they find them. 
_ They will seek their assistance in the 
solution of their many vexing and 
pressing problems. The local pastors 
should encourage them to come to them 
in the privacy of the study or sacristy. 
In their public announcements on Sun- 
day they should encourage and invite 
the service men to come to them and 
assure them of their interest and solic- 
itude in their behalf. The service men 
must be made to feel that the home 
pastor is most anxious to take the place 
of the chaplain. 


Enriched in Faith 


Of this fact we can be absolutely cer- 
tain, our service men will return to us 
with a stronger and richer faith in God, 
in His love, His Goodness and Power. 
The trials and tests in the Army and 
Navy have, at times, brought them so 
close to God that they have heard the 
very beat of His loving heart. To many 
the field of battle has been a real prov- 
ing-ground of their faith in God and 
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they have finally been established upon 
the Rock of Ages. Now their faith in 
God is real and vital. They realize as 
never before the meaning of Jesus’ 
words, “Lo, I am with you always.” 
They have been drawn so close to the 
heart of God that nothing shall ever 
separate them from His love. 

They will also return to us with a 
deeper knowledge of, and a greater love 
for, the Word of God. Many com- 
menced reading the Bible or the New 
Testament from the day of induction 
and have continued doing so all through 
their military service. Many have been 
faithful and regular in attendance at 
Bible Study Classes. Their Bible read- 
ing has been supplemented by the per- 
usal of countless numbers of religious 
tracts and gospel literature of every 
type and description. As a result, their 
religious horizon has been widened and 
their knowledge of spiritual things has 
increased and deepened. Many have 
cultivated a real hunger for the Word 
of God. To them it has truly become 
the Bread of Life. 


Closeness to God 


And what of their prayer-life? If 
they did not know and realize the 
value and importance of prayer before 
induction into military service they 
certainly know and realize its value 
and importance now. Prayer has played 
a very vital part in their lives in the 
Army and Navy. Not only do they re- 
sort to prayer when in great danger 
and peril, but they also find prayer to 
be a source of great comfort and 
strength in those days when the going 
is not so rough and difficult. Like Jacob 
of old, many are learning to wrestle 
with God in prayer. In their many and 
varied temptations they have tri- 
umphed only by and through prayer. 
Daily they have held converse with the 
heavenly Father. They now know the 
value of prayer and would no more 
dispense with it than the scientist would 
dispense with his laboratory or test 
tube. Yes, many of our service men 
will return to us not only as national 
heroes but as true prayer warriors, as 
heroes of God. They will come back 
to us as Christian men in whose lives 
prayer has played a very vital and es- 
sential role. 

How will they return? Not all will 
return in the same manner nor with 
the same attitude. There will be many 
who will react in the manner we have 
discussed. There will be others who 
will forget the lessons they are learning 
and slip back into the old attitude to- 
ward life. But all of them, in their 
future lives as useful citizens, will be 
affected by the attitude of the people at 
home, the way in which they are helped 
to bridge the gap from military life to 
civilian occupations. It is time that 


parents and friends and pastors begin 
to formulate plans and programs for 
their proper reception and care. 

The return of our service men should 
prove to be a real blessing and bene- 
diction to both the home and the 
Church. God grant that it may be so! 


STILL, STILL WITH THEE! 
By Tep Hart 


At the tramp of marching millions, 

As the trumpet sounds each call; 

As the war-costs reach the billions, 

And the war-gloom casts its pall; 

There’s a thought that looms at sunset 

Of each burden-bearing day— 

Just a thought to ease the onset 

Of fresh news from distant fray: 

Rest is sweet upon our pillows 

And our souls are calm and free, 

For beyond the raging billows 

Sounds the Voice—STILL, STILL 
WITH THEE! 


Is our life a daily struggle? 

Does the contest heated grow? 

Broken hearts—are they the rubble, 

As we harvest what we sow? 

Darkness passes, sunlight gleams. 

Flight of time can no one stay. 

Naught can check the changing scenes! 

Thus in life we wend our way 

Toward the land of surcease, rest; 

Bright with beauty, sunset-glory— 

For, beyond the craved crest 

Sounds the Voice—STILL, STILL 
WITH THEE! 


STILL, STILL WITH THEE! O wel- 
come Voice, 

That calms the soul with sin bowed 
down; 

That lifts the veil o’er chambered 
choice, 

Dispels the gloom, subdues the frown. 

God’s Morning bright will gild the 
scenes 

Of mortal mien and pampered lust. 

The dark must die where sunshine 
gleams 

And Heaven spells the sinner’s trust. 

’Tis good to know that toiling strength 

E’er holds in leash the devil’s power; 

That he who trusts in Christ at length 

Receives the fill of promised dower. 


STILL, STILL WITH THEE! O wel- 
come Voice, 

That breathes companionship so sweet! 

That sings through all the night of 
noise 

Its song of love, its message meet, 

Tis hard to hear, yea, harder still, 

To sit at ease when tempests rage; 

To pray amid the midnight chill 

And live hard by the Scripture page! 

All things mundane an ending have— 

’Tis so our God in love decreed. 

There is no world that sin can salve: 

’Twas CHRIST alone for sin did bleed! 
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NAVY V-12—"Chapter 3” 


Tue authors of this page have be- 
lieved the plan of the Navy to train 
chaplains under V-12 is a permanent 
policy in the making, not only for 
the emergency but for the future. It 
was upon that judgment we dis- 
cussed it. 

We repeat our statement that 
Chief of Navy Chaplains Robert D. 
Workman is doing a grand job and 
we are happy to quote several sen- 
tences from a personal letter just 
received from him. 

“The Navy’s V-12 program is a 
wartime program. The Navy has no 
plan, program or intention of con- 
tributing, in peacetime, in any way, 
to the education of young men who 
are preparing for the gospel min- 
istry. In peacetime, following the 
present war, the Navy will look to 
the respective religious denomina- 
tions, from which it seeks chaplains, 
to furnish the necessary applicants 
for the Chaplain Corps of the Navy, 
even as it did prior to the present 


emergency. ... According to the ey 
df 


pressed opinion of those in autho 
ity, legislative and naval, it is antic- 
ipated that funds for the support of 
the Navy’s V-12. educational pro- 
gram will be cut off—no longer be 
available—within ninety days after 
the declaration of a state of peace.” 

We are glad for this assurance and 
that closes our discussion until the 
special committee appointed by Dr. 
Knubel to study this matter renders 
its report. 


CLOSED DOOR 


WE are still too isolationist! So 
think the Chinese and they’ve rea- 
son enough. That issue is now on the 
floors of both the House and Senate 
where moves are on foot to lift the 
exclusionist acts which effectively 
bar the entrance to citizenship in 
this country of all Chinese. All of 
our adoration of Madame Chiang 
Kai-shek doesn’t alter the slap that 
this situation continues. How many 
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By OSCAR F. BLACKWELDER 
AND 
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Chinese ought to be admitted is 
quite another problem, but when we 
give the impression that the white 
man is a superior child of God, that 
is now as strategically unwise as it 
has always been unchristian. We’re 
globally one-world. Let’s go Chris- 
tian and talk about white respon- 
sibility. That would be taking Mad- 
ame Chiang in earnest. 


MANPOWER 


Manpower shortages continue in 
Washington headlines and the Con- 
gressional Record. Recent debates 
on the father-draft and the scathing 
surveys of the War Manpower Com- 
mission have brought charges against 
the military, the government and in- 
dustry of labor-hoarding. We haven’t 
heard any charges of hoarding on 
the part of the church and since the 
ministry is regarded as “essential 
business,” the wisest use of men is 
always a prime obligation of the 
church. With the increasing calls for 
the chaplaincy, for service pastors, 
and with the tapering off of the sup- 
ply of theological students, the es- 
tablishment of new work or the con- 
tinuance of already established work 
is a matter to be re-thought. For in- 
stance, should a new parish be estab- 
lished in a temporary housing area? 
What’s going to be done about the 
strengthening ‘of rural programs? 
Manpower gets into the answer of 
these complex problems and the 
wisest placement of men is a prob- 
lem for every minister, church, 
board and agency to think through 
and ponder in the light of present 
emergencies. 


SOUTH AMERICA © 


A RECENT broadcast by Father 
Code over the Columbia Broadcast- 
ing Company, attacking Protestant 
missionary activity in Latin America 
and, in contrast, a plea for co-opera- 
tion from the French Catholic philos- 
opher, Jacques Maritain, prompts 
this sequel to our “Bishop in Ice- 


land” story of some weeks ago. ... 
If the Catholic propose to send a 
Bishop to Lutheran Iceland to take — 
care of less than 500 Catholics, why ~ 
protest about Protestant mission- | 
aries in Latin and South America? — 
We agree with other commentators © 
that the real clash of ideas in South — 


America is not between Catholic and © 


Protestant but between Nazi and © 
Christian. So these two great groups | 
of Christians should not simply tol- — 
erate, endure or exclude each other. — 
The stakes are too high for such pet- | 
tiness. It is a time for Christian co- © 
operation and appreciation—in Ice- — 
land, South America and all way © 
stations. 


TRENDS 


“How can I get a permanent job 
that will keep me here after the — 
war?” That is the most frequently 
asked question these days, according 
to one friend who’s a “personnel 
counsellor.” That’s in contrast to the © 
lead-question of six months ago, © 
“How can I get a room?” The open- 
ing of government dormitories and 
the leveling off of the influx of new ~ 
employees has eased-up the problem 
of securing rooms. Now, with the — 
hope of peace on the horizon, some 
of these workers would like to stay 
in Washington and work here in 
more normal times. By the way, our 
counsellor-friend isn’t sure how you 
can get a permanent job. [The editor 
regretfully observes that there are © 
others besides those .in Washington — 
who are dubious about future jobs. 
It is the war. Eb.] 


SAILORS IN PORT 

Some post-war planning of a dif- 
ferent sort showed up because of a 
recent Supreme Court decision. A 
sailor, who had been hurt while vis- | 
iting in a certain foreign port, filed 
suit against his employer on the 
grounds that the ship company was 
responsible for him while he was 
absent from his home port. With that 
the Supreme Court concurs, agree- 
ing that life on ship is a confining 
business and a man must find recrea- 
tion and liberty while the ship is in 
port. One can be certain, after the 
war, when merchant fleets again sail 
the seas, that companies are going to 
define the recreational possibilities 
of their crews if they are going to be 
financially responsible. Morality by 
economic determinism! 


The Lutheran 


The Year in the Churches 


A review. of events in the American churches during the current year, pre- 
pared by Dr. G. Elson Ruff, was read at the annual meeting of the National 
Lutheran Editors’ Association in Blair, Nebraska, in September. Tue LuTHERAN 
will publish this review in three installments. In the first the attitude of the 
churches toward the war is described; in the second, the churches’ ministry to a 
nation under strain of war; and in the third, general problems which have been 


faced during the year. 


I 


THE men who eventually write the 
history of these years may have little 
to say about what the churches of 
America did to meet the unusual situa- 
tions created by the war. In this coun- 
try there have been no dramatic crises 
in which churchmen have revealed 
notable heroism, as in Norway. 

Yet it seems fairly definite, from a 
short-range view of 1943, that the 
American churches have done fairly 
well in ministering to a nation under 
fire. They have been faced with un- 
paralleled problems—sudden disloca- 
tion of population, an upswing of moral 
delinquency, race conflict, war psy- 
chology. At least the churches have 
produced some brilliant committee re- 
ports on these problems. They may also 
have done some enduring work. 


Attitude Toward War 


The churches have accepted the war 


-as a fact without much philosophizing 


about it one way or the other. In 1917 
many churches were busy abetting the 
war fury. In 1943, although pacifist re- 
sistance to war has subsided to a whis- 
per, the churches have shown no dis- 
position to devote their talents to in- 
citing war-lust. They are finding out- 
lets for surplus energy in a surge of 
peace planning. 

Government agencies have put very 
little pressure on the churches to en- 
courage them to fall in line in bolster- 
ing the war effort. This may mean 
merely that the American people have 
not needed bolstering. There has not 
even been extensive use of the churches 
in drumming up sale of war bonds. Sun- 
day, September 12, the churches in 
Seattle, Wash., were to give full sup- 
port from their pulpits to the Third 
War Loan, as urged by their local coun- 
cil of churches. The services were to 
include “prayers for the welfare of 


America, for success of the nation-wide 


financial appeal, and for the cessation 
of hostilities that the world might live 
in spiritual peace.” Such hymns as “A 
Mighty Fortress” were suggested as ap- 
propriate musical background. There 
has not been much of this sort of thing 
in 1943. 

In New Orleans not long ago a plan 
of the OWI and OPA was tried out, ac- 
cording to which the churches were 
asked to help fight the black market. 
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Congregations were to ask their mem- 
bers to pledge “to help distribute ra- 
tioned goods fairly, help hold down the 
cost of living, help eliminate the black 
markets, and bring violations to the at- 
tention of war price boards and ration- 
ing boards.” Church-government co- 
operation of this type has been of lit- 
tle consequence, it seems likely. 


Co-operation Asked 


Various government agencies have 
asked churches to help in controlling 
difficult social situations. For instance, 
the division of recreation of the Fed- 
eral Security Agency’s Community War 
Services called on the churches for in- 
creased participation in offering recre- 
ational programs for war workers and 
their families. 

It is reported that scores of church 
leaders have been called in periodically 
to government offices in Washington to 
discuss problems of common concern. 
Churchmen have brought pressure to 
bear on government departments re- 
garding gasoline allotments for driving 
to church, draft deferment of can- 
didates for the ministry, and a dozen 
other matters. President Roosevelt per- 
sonally commissioned and made pos- 
sible the journeys to the battlelines of 
such church representatives as Arch- 
bishop Spellman, Bishop Leonard, Dr. 
Pugh, and Daniel Poling. All these 
items together do not add up to any in- 
dictment of the government or the 
churches for dangerous tactics. 

The notable extent to which the 
churches have preserved their civil lib- 
erties through this period is evident 
from what happened in 1943 regarding 
the vociferous minority, Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses. These people are militant paci- 
fists, shouters on every street corner, 
devoted to making themselves con- 
spicuous. Yet in 1943 the United States 
Supreme Court reversed its earlier 
ruling regarding the flag salute ques- 
tion, and also its stand on allowing the 
Witnesses to peddle their literature 
from door to door without licenses. A 
local police officer in West Virginia was 
prosecuted for his part in mob violence 
against Witnesses. 


Voluntary Support 

Only a few of the churches have held 
national conventions in 1943, and 
therefore many have been deprived of 


their traditional privilege of passing 
resolutions. There have been a few on 
the war question, however. The South- 
ern Presbyterians in convention in 
Montreat, N. C., in late May, declared 
that “to call all war mass murder is to 
ignore the ultimate distinction between 
right and wrong, justice and injustice, 
benevolent rule on the part of a gov- 
ernment and cruel oppression. 

“Tt is our duty as Christian citizens 
to do all we can, that is consonant with 
our faith, to help in its gigantic strug- 
gle the nation which has afforded the 
Church a fair and favorable oppor- 
tunity for development, and to preserve 
the Christian values which have been 
attained in this and other lands.” 

As for advice to the Government on 
when to end the war, the Southwest 
Ohio Synod of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church, meeting in Cincinnati 


im late May, asked for. a negotiated 


peace at an early date. The Methodist 
Youth Fellowship in session in Jack- 
sonville, Illinois, in August, wanted the 


_ governments of the world “to bring the 


war to a close at the earliest possible 
moment that an honorable peace can 
be made,” and declared that the task 
of the church is “to preach, teach, and 
exemplify love and not hate,” and that 
“the Methodist Church should not as a 
church actively support or participate 
in the war.” 


Nothing Less Than Freedoms 


On the contrary, at an interdenom- 
inational “Win the War and Win the 
Peace” conference in New York, Dr. 
Carl Voss told those present that “the 
church should not ask for a negotiated 
peace nor countenance anything less 
than a military and diplomatic solution 
in accord with the Four Freedoms and 
the Atlantic Charter. 

“Organized religion dare not hide be- 
hind the cloak of such misleading 
phrases as ‘the church is not at war’ 
and ‘let the church be the church,’ 
said Dr. Voss. “On the contrary,” he 
said, “the church is at war. In this 
present crisis, when slavery and mur- 
der, hate and horror, are the salvation 
offered by our Fascist foes, the church 
must be unalterably opposed.” 

Dr. Henry A. Atkinson told the con- 
ference that “anything short of armed 
victory will make impossible the estab- 
lishment of the kind of peace we want.’ 
The League for Protestant Action in 
Philadelphia released a statement by 
Dr. Charles E. Schaeffer asserting that 
the United States is engaged in a right- 
eous war, actuated by sincere and 
noble purposes, and pledging unre- 
served loyalty and devotion to the na- 
tion in the prosecution of war against a 
foe “that threatens our democratic in- 
stitutions and that seeks to destroy the 

(Continued on page 15) 


If after the manner of men I 
fought with beasts at Ephesus, what 
doth it profit meP If the dead are 
not raised, let us eat and drink, for 
tomorrow we die. 


I Corinthians 15: 32 


Many martyrs were thrown into 
the arena among wild beasts and 
torn to pieces to give fiendish pleas- 
ure to the persecutors. St. Paul may 
not have fought with wild beasts, 
but with brutish men at Ephesus he 
contended over Diana, the heathen 
goddess, in conflict with Jesus, the 
Christian’s God. In his Epistle to the 
Ephesians the heroic apostle refers 
to the Christian’s power to overcome 
all “beasts at Ephesus” and else- 
where. If the martyr falls, the res- 
urrection from the dead still delivers 
for eternity. 


+ + + 


Ye once walked according to the 
course of this world, according to 
the prince of the powers of the air, 
of the spirit that now worketh in 
the sons of disobedience. 

Ephesians 2: 2 


Dive bombers swoop down from 
the skies like evil spirits sent from 
“the prince of the powers of the air,” 


to rain death upon “the sons of dig’ 


obedience.” Lord Halifax prophesied 
that the war would be won in the 
air. He spoke more wisely than he 
realized, for beyond the highest Ger- 
man climber or the still higher 
American bomber, there is the dom- 
ination of the heavens by spirits 
good or evil, who battle in ethereal 
realms. They rain blessings or blast- 
ings, good will or hate, peace or war, 
life or death, upon men. 


+ ~ + 


That he would grant you, accord- 
ing to the riches of his glory, that 
ye may be strengthened with power 
through his Spirit in the inward 
man. Ephesians 3: 16 


A SEED dropped in a tiny fissure in 
the rocks took root. It grew and 
widened the crevice, admitting more 
soil. A tree asserted itself, battled 
the stubborn rocks, and finally burst 
apart the giant mass of boulders. 
That triumphant tree tells us the 
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story of the power of hidden life. The 
hardest heart, the greatest obstacles 
in the path of progress, must give 
way to the subtle forces of spiritual 
and moral life resident “in the in- 
ward man,” who is filled with the 
Holy Spirit and is “strengthened 
with power” at the roots of char- 
acter. 


+ + + 


Finally, be strong in the Lord, 
and in the strength of his might. 
Ephesians 6: 10 


“Tur strength of Sir Galahad was 
as the strength of ten because his 
heart was pure.” The real strength 
of every true hero and overcomer 
lies within his spirit. The supreme 
power of a good and worth-while life 
is not in inheritance, equipment, 
culture, but in inner grace and faith. 
It is Spirit-soureed—“in the Lord, 
and in the strength of his might.” 
Love is the essence, and Christ the 
inspiration, of this spiritual power. 


+ a 


Put on the whole armor of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against 
the wiles of the devil. 

Ephesians 6: 11 


THE nations are ‘engaged in a 
tricky war. One trick invention is 
the toy cannon, with the big engine 
but little gun, to make a frightful 
noise but causing little harm. The 
size of the church or its membership 
may attract attention and make a 
big noise, but it is the steady aim and 
real shooting that count. In the bat- 
tle against sin, it is better to “come 
straight,” putting on the bona fide 
“armor of God” and avoiding all 
“the wiles of the devil.” 


+ + + 


For our wrestling is not against 
flesh and blood, but against prin- 
cipalities, against powers, against 
the world-rulers of this darkness, 
against the spiritual hosts of wick- 
edness in the heavenly places. 

Ephesians 6: 12 


Hor1zontTat and not perpendicular 
lines mark the real divisions of the 
world’s warring forces. The nations 
draw perpendicular barriers to 
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divide their boundaries and inter- 


ests; but God separates men into the 
good and the evil, without regard to 


national, economic, or other group- 


ing. “For there is no respect of per- | 
sons with God” (Romans 2: 11). | 


Christ broke down all barriers and 


called Jews and Gentiles alike into © 


His Kingdom. 
+ + + 


Wherefore take up the whole 
armor of God, that ye may be able 
to withstand in the evil day and, 
having done all, to stand. 

Ephesians 6: 13 


Tue Maginot Line and all fortifica- | 
tions of stone or concrete may be © 
blown to bits, but not the armor of | 
righteousness. It is of spiritual con- | 
struction and eternal. In every “evil — 
day,” every crisis in life, we can — 
stand up under the devil’s assaults 
if we have on “the whole armor of — 


God’”—the girdle of “truth,” “breast- 
plate of righteousness,” shoes of “the 
preparation of the gospel of peace,” 


“shield of faith,” “helmet of salva-_ 


tion,’ and “sword of the Spirit, 


which is the word of God.” To win 
against Satan and his legions, spir-— 
itual weapons and aggressive war-_ 


fare are necessary, and the leader- 


ship of “the Captain of our salva-— 


tion.” 
A PRAYER 
Aumicuty God, our heavenly 


Father, we thank Thee for the rev-— 


elation of Thine Almightiness and 


Thy Fatherhood. In our weakness, 


grant us, we pray, Thy strength; in 
our unworthiness, Thy mercy and 
love. Lord Jesus, our Redeemer and 
Friend, grant us a continual sense 
of Thy salvation and Thy abiding 
presence and peace. Holy Spirit, our 
Helper and Guide, renew in us Thy 
grace, help us to resist temptation 
and overcome the power of Satan, 
and deliver us from our besetting 
sins. In a world at war, may the na- 
tions. learn the futility of human 
might and the need of reliance upon 


Thy heavenly aid. May Thy king- — 
dom come and Thy will be done on | 


earth as it is in heaven, Amen. 
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PERSONAL CONTACTS FIRST 


Illinois Synod's Stewardship Policy Aims to Train Stewards 


THE Illinois Synod has been pay- 
ing special attention for several 
years now to getting men who are 
really interested in Christian Stew- 
ardship on the synodical Steward- 
ship Committee. There are seven- 
teen members this year, including 
the Rev. Dr. Charles B. Foelsch, 
president of the Chicago Lutheran 
Seminary. The committee’s report 
to synod: 


ASKS EVERY CONGREGATION'S 
SUPPORT 


“The Special Stewardship Com- 
mittee has endeavored to carry out 
the plans which were formulated in 
two all-day meetings in 1941. The 
committee has asked every congre- 
gation to establish a Committee on 
Stewardship within the congrega- 
tion. The synodical committee has 
endeavored to keep in touch with 
these committees through a series of 
letters addressed to the congrega- 
tional stewardship chairmen. We are 
happy to report that the vast ma- 
jority of our congregations have es- 
tablished stewardship committees, 
and definite results are being re- 
ported. 


MORE THAN 700 COUNCILMEN 
CONTACTED 


“Two members of our committee 
~ accompanied the president of synod 
on his annual tour of councilmen’s 
conferences. Fourteen districts were 
visited, over 700 councilmen and 
stewardship chairmen were con- 
tacted, and the threefold program of 
the committee was presented. A fine 
enthusiasm was exhibited, partic- 
ularly in the discussions which fol- 
lowed the presentations, and over 
twenty fine suggestions were offered, 
which will be used by your commit- 
tee in its future work. 
_ “The committee has kept in touch 
with the Lutheran Laymen’s Move- 
ment for Stewardship, representing 
' the U. L. C. A., and to work in har- 
- mony with other synods in carrying 
on this great work. We are grateful 
to the congregations for the fine 
spirit manifested, and we pray that 
as we work together in the years 
ahead, God will bless our efforts, and 
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that with the increase of faith and 
love, and with the development of a 
keener sense of responsibility we, as 


The Rey. Luther C. Mueller, 


Treasurer of Illinois Synod 


individuals, and as members of a 
great Church, may become truly 
faithful stewards.” 


A REVEALING LETTER 


In line with action taken at the 
synodical meeting last May, the syn- 
odical secretary, the Rev. Luther C. 
Mueller, who was the stewardship 
chairman last year, sent a letter to 
the secretaries of the various Illinois 
Synod churches which read in part: 

“As we enter upon the last four 
months of another year and ap- 
proach that season when most con- 
gregations will be conducting their 
Every Member Visitation, I am sure 
all of us are interested in what has 
been accomplished thus far in 1943. 
The treasurer of synod has just 
given me the following interesting 
and encouraging figures: 


Apportionment 
To August 15, 1943................ $69,732.61 
Same Period in 1942.............. 55,347.36 
1943 Increase 2... cccceccesinsceen $14,385.25 
Chicago Seminary Campaign 
Paid thus far in 1943............. $11,393.14 
Paid in 1941 and 1942... 64,659.48 
TotalbPaides citer sc. .cee $76,052.62 
Lutheran World Action 
Paidgtoxdater concen cn $27,163.52 


(Over 100 per cent of Quota) 


“We trust that these increases in 
our benevolent giving shall be 
among the evidences of numerical 


and spiritual growth of the congre- 
gations of the Illinois Synod. 

“This calls to mind the‘fact that 
over a period of ten years, the Illinois 
Synod has shown a steady and un- 
interrupted increase in communing 
membership (the spiritual barometer 
of the church) as well as in appor- 
tioned benevolence paid as follows: 


Communing Apportioned 


Membership Benevolence Paid 
1933 27,587 $ 51,152 
1934 28,685 53,069 
1935 29,719 55,701 
1936 31,382 57,091 
1937 32,159 63,801 
1938 32,400 67,564 
1939 33,141 76,557 
1940 34,250 87,701 
1941 35,226 94,102 
1942 35,916 109,969 


Increase for ten years, 8,327 or 32 per 
cent; $68,817 or 115 per cent. 


“Apportioned benevolence pay- 
ments during the past five years 
show an increase of $42,405 or 63 
per cent, indicating a really worth- 
while acceleration under the able 
leadership of Dr. A. G. Weng as 
president and with the hearty sup- 
port of the congregations of the 
Illinois Synod. Of particular sig- 
nificance is the fact that apportioned 
benevolence payments increased al- 
most four times as fast as the com- 
muning membership.” 


What Is the Church? 


By JAMES L. KEYSER, Lancaster, Ohio 


What is the Church? A steeple 
Tow’ring high above the town 
From vaulted arches, reaching 

round 
The stained glass, peopled 
With the gaudy-rich, resounding 
Loud with deep-voiced organ’s 
sound? 


What is the church? It takes not 

Steeple’s spire, or awesome arches 
high, 

Nor artist’s glass, nor organ’s try 

To please the ribald-rich’s lot 

To make a church. A sinner’s sigh 

To Christward is answer to your 
cry, 


“What is the Church?” Anyone 
Whose life’s foundation-stone is 
He 
Who cru’lly died on Calvary— 
Yes, anyone who Him enthrones, 
Within him builds a temple high, 
The more his Christ to glorify. 


AMONG OURSELVES 


Ky Margaret A f. Grevin 


SOMETHING NEW 


Most of us have given up the idea 
of expecting new gadgets and con- 
veniences to appear on the market in 
these war days. We are satisfied if 
we can get the things we have be- 
come accustomed to using. Often we 
can’t get them and we try to count 
our blessings and not grumble too 
loudly when the grocer cannot pro- 
vide us with cleaning fluid or soap 
flakes. 

We don’t expect anything new, so 
when something does appear we 
seize it eagerly. Like this new stuff 
for stopping floors from squeaking, 
you know. War or no war, it’s likely 
to revolutionize the living of many 
people. You simply pour a clear 
liquid into the cracks or squeaky 
floors or stairs, remove the excess 
with a clean cloth and presto! the 
noise is gone. 

Think what a change that is bound 
to make in the lives of many. How 
many mothers who feel they should 
be awake when their older children 
come in have been in the habit roa 
snatching forty winks and counting 
on that squeaky fifth step to serve as 
alarm clock. Daughter comes in, 
fifth stair creaks softly. Mother sits 
up and whispers, “Did you have a 
good time, dear?” Daughter steals in 
for good-night confidences. Put 
silencer in that step and mother 
snores on or props her eyelids open 
until daughter arrives. And daugh- 
ters, also sons, need not resort to de- 
ceptions relative to returns home. 

There’s another side to the picture, 
however. It may be that Junior has 
been teething. In spite of good ad- 
vice, or because of it, his father has 
been rocking him back to sleep when 
he wakens at night. Junior isn’t 
really sick, just fretful. Human com- 
panionship and the gentle motion 
soothe him. He is soon asleep again. 
Father glides toward the crib. He 
steps on a board that sounds like a 
gunshot in the silence. “Yaah!” wails 
Junior. They sit through a second 
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performance, perhaps a second or 
third, till father learns to do a nimble 
hop over the offending board. 

Or perhaps father has been work- 
ing night shift. Mother gets the chil- 
dren ready for school. “Quiet, 
dears.” And they are quiet. It is 
that board in front of the bathroom 
door that spoils their best efforts. 
Silencer would be a blessing there. 

But how about a silencer for the 
people who are always full of woe, 
who interject a discordant note into 
every meeting, who have one theme 
and harp upon it endlessly? When 
someone finds a way to silence them, 
he’ll deserve a vote of thanks. There 
will be no.doubt about the pop- 
ularity of the product. 


UNFAIR? 


Ir would be nice to have the sort 
of mind that makes snap judgments, 
is sure of its decision, expresses said 
opinion and considers the matter a 
closed issue. Yes, that would be 
very pleasant. No postmortems. No 
backward looks. Straight ahead and 
ignore the torpedoes! That’s the 
spirit that gets things done. 

Such a spirit, however, belongs 
largely to military leaders, states- 
men and captains of industry. They 
are the people who write their 
names in the sands of time, and all 
that sort of thing. The rest of us 
mortals seem made of a different 
clay. We love to “have our say,” but 
once we’ve had it, we begin to won- 
der whether that was what we really 
meant, after all. Something more 
definitely to the point comes to mind. 

All of this means that hardly had 
the lines neatly disposing of Miss 
Dorothy Thompson’s prefabricated 
world gone to press than the haunt- 
ing suspicion of unfairness began to 
bud. 

A world such as she described, 
with factories in the open country, 
kindergartens for the younger off- 
spring of women workers and a day- 
light to daylight school day for the 


older children could be considered 
Utopian only in the sense that com- 
plete socialism is Utopian. 

On the other hand, there were © 
some aspects of this brave new life | 
that had a decided appeal. For ex- 
ample, she felt that the line between 
a “man’s world” and a “woman’s © 
world” would disappear. We would — 
have.once more what we had in an 
earlier stage of civilization, a “family | 
world.” Both man and woman would © 
have responsibilities outside the | 
home. Both would have to assume | 
responsibilities in the home. The | 
traditional division of labor which — 
we have inherited from the imme- | 
diate past would disappear. Men 
and women would understand each 
other better because they were 
working at the same tasks and meet- 
ing the same standards. 

Now here’s a consummation de- 
voutly to be wished. The sorry plight © 
of the Christian home may be at-— 
tributed to many factors, but surely : 
to none more than to the guest status 1 
which many men have assumed in > 
their own homes. Sometimes it has | 
been inescapable. At other times it — 
has been sheer laziness on the part 
of the husband or a desire to dom-_ 
inate her own world on that of the 
wife. Woman’s place may be in the 
home, but so is man’s. 

Many of the women of the church 
will feel encouraged to see in Lu-- 
theran Men such topics as Needed: 
Education for Family Living; Some 
Modern Family Problems, etc. Home-— 
making, even in supposedly Chris- 
tian homes, has often been a lonely 
business. The whole responsibility — 
has often fallen quite needlessly 
upon the shoulders of the wife. In 
these articles we see symptoms that 
point to a desire for a different way. 

In many homes, at present, there 
is no alternative. The wife must take — 
the responsibility for the home be- 
cause her husband is away or work- 
ing such strenuous hours that he lit- 
erally cannot help her. 

Just the same, it is comforting to 
think that such a situation is merely 
part of the national emergency and 
not necessarily permanent. : 

Many women may in the future 
choose homemaking as a career. Few 
will want to shoulder the whole 
load. 

Children need “mothering,” to be 
sure. But it is just as true that every — 
child needs two parents. 


The Lutheran : 
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Sermons, Football, and Pups—The Lathrops’ Table Talk Covers a Wide Field 


“Come along, Joan. I think we’re 
ready. Mark, tell your father that 
dinner is on the table.” 

Jerry dropped the newspaper he 
had been reading on the floor by his 
chair, then glanced at Mark and 
hastily picked it up. As he laid it, 
carefully folded on the end table, he 
grinned. 

“Yes, I always say it is just as easy 
to leave a paper so that other people 
will want to read it as it is to leave 
it in a mess.” 

“So I see,” responded Mark, de- 
lighted with the by-play. They came 
to the table in high good humor with 
the background of which I was quite 
familiar. 

Every so often the one who gets 
“first chance” to read our daily pa- 
per becomes so deeply absorbed in 
its columns as to forget that there 
are others. And that is less aggravat- 
ing than to mixing the order of pages. 

“What have we here, good wife? 
A roast? Ah, noble joint. Have at 
thee with my trusty knife!” 

Both the children giggled appre- 
ciatively, as they were meant to do. 
It took a minute for the laughter to 
subside enough for our table prayer. 
It was Joan’s turn to ask the bless- 
ing. Her words still hung in the air 
when Mark burst forth with, “Boy, 
| was that last touchdown a honey, 

Dad. Tell mother how they did it!” 

I smiled politely, while I wondered 
how men retain their youthful en- 
thusiasm for sports. My mind turned 
to other matters. Had I turned the 
gas out under the gravy? I must 
have—or turned it low enough so 
that no harm would be done. I do 
so many things in the kitchen auto- 
matically that when I try to remem- 
ber, I can’t for the life of me. As 
soon as Jerry finished carving, V’d 
send Joan out to see. With an effort 
'I jerked my attention back to foot- 
ball. 

“Tsn’t he the fastest thing you ever 
saw, Dad? The whole backfield is 
the fastest we ever had.” 

“Yes, with the older boys gone the 
line isn’t so heavy this year, but I 
must say that fast backfield makes 
up for the loss in weight.” 
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“Joan,” I said quietly, so as not to 
interrupt the flow of conversation, 
“Will you run out and see whether 
I turned out the light under the 
gravy?” 

She slipped out and returned to 
announce that the gas was out. “And 
besides, I’m going to the game next 
week. I thought it was a quarter, 
but Phyllis says it’s only eleven 
cents, so we’re both going.” 

I had been thinking for some time 
that I would enjoy a change in the 
topic of conversation. Now I was 
sure of it. Attending the football 
game on Saturday afternoon is one 
of the few things the “men” of the 
family do together. I thought it 
would be well for Jerry and me to 
talk over any change in the arrange- 
ment privately before permitting it 
to become a subject for open debate. 
I sent a meaning look toward the 
head of the table. 

“Did you say anything to Phyllis 
about staying for church with you 
tomorrow, Joan? I think I heard 
Miss Fernly say she was hoping that 
all of your class would stay for ‘Sun- 
day school in church Sunday,’ didn’t 
se 

“She says she’s not coming, cause 
she doesn’t want to sit through a 
long sermon.” 

“Did you tell her my sermons are 
so interesting no one thinks they are 
long enough?” 

“No, I told her I never listen to 
them. I just look at the people. I 
used to read my Sunday school 
paper and Mark used to read Pilot, 
but we made too much noise turning 
the pages one Sunday so now we 
have to just sit there. I notice what 
all the hats are like so I can tell 
Sandra.” 

“That’s a nice occupation, I’m 
sure! Here I spend my time writing 
sermons and my own family doesn’t 
listen! Just sits and looks at hats! 
It certainly is discouraging for a stu- 
dious pastor to lack appreciation in 
his own household.” 

“But, Daddy, you know we 
couldn’t understand them. That is 
Mark and I couldn’t. Mother always 
listens.” 


“T’m glad you haven’t all deserted 
me. I have mother with me any- 
how. But I’d like to know how you 
can be so sure you couldn’t under- 
stand when you don’t listen?” 

“Why, everybody knows that chil- 
dren can’t understand sermons! 
Everybody says so.” 

“But everybody doesn’t know 
how bright you are. Perhaps you 
can understand more than people 
think you can!” 

Mark had been more quiet than 
was usual for him. 

“Do you think I can understand 
your sermon for tomorrow?” 

Jerry looked confused for a mo- 
ment. He had been talking half- 
banteringly, not expecting to be 
taken seriously. Now, he was con- 
fronted with a question which de- 
manded a direct answer. He knew 
from past experience that when 
Mark asks a question there is no use 
trying to hedge. 

“Yes, Mark, I think you can. I 
don’t mean that it is like the talks I 
give specially for young people. And 
I don’t mean that you will under- 
stand every word or even every sen- 
tence. But if you really listen, I 
think you should be able to get the 
general idea of what I’m trying to 
say.” 

Mark looked slightly skeptical. 

“You don’t sound very sure about 
it Wad.7 

“No, I’m not very sure. I didn’t 
have you and Joan in mind when I 
was planning what to say. But there 
are lots of grown people who don’t 
know such a great deal more than 
you children do, and I always hope 
that they are getting something from 
what I am saying.” 

“Then why don’t you make your 
sermons so we’d like them?” 

“T hope you will like them. On 
the other hand, I don’t want the rest 
of the congergation to be bored.” 

“No wonder you stay up in your 
study for hours and hours when 
you're writing a sermon. Oh, say, I 
almost forgot to tell you, Joan! 
Tommy’s got five new puppies! Just 
born yesterday. He says you can 
have one!” 
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CLARENCE E. GARDNER DEAD 


Tuer LUTHERAN reports to its read- 
ers with regret that the occasion 
compels, the death of Dr. Clarence 
EK. Gardner, who died October 9 in 
Daytona Beach, Florida, where he 
had made his home since 1937. At 
that time his health required his re- 
tirement from the active ministry 
after forty-three years of faithful 
parish work. Mr. George L. Rink- 
liff has written a story of his life 
which will be published in next 
week’s issue. 

THe LutTHERAN was the direct 
beneficiary of Dr. Gardner’s interest 
and ability through a twelve-year 
membership on the Committee on 
Church Papers. This agency of the 
United Lutheran Church exercises 
an influence which is far greater 
than can be demonstrated “in pub- 
lic.” By conferences with the edi- 
torial staff, through quite detailed 
reports from the editor, and by 
weekly attention to what appears in 
the official weeklies of the U. L. C. A. 
a close touch is maintained between 
the journal and the objectives of i 
establishment. 

Dr. Gardner possessed and used 
his capacity to understand those 
whom THE LUTHERAN is charged to 
inform and he recognized with ap- 
preciation the limitations of the place 
of an official journal for the United 


Lutheran Church as a whole and. 


from the points of view of its Boards 
and agencies. His contributions are 
of lasting value. 


DR. M. REU, SCHOLAR AND 
TEACHER 

Tue death on October 14 of 
Johann Michael Reu, professor of 
theology at Dubuque, Iowa, has 
created a vacancy in the ranks of 
world Lutheranism as well as in the 
American Lutheran Church in which 
he was an outstanding theologian. 

Dr. Reu was born in Germany in 
1869 and came to the United States 
twenty years later. Following his 
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ordination by the Iowa Synod, he 
served parishes; but in 1899 he was 
elected to membership in the the- 
ological faculty of that general body. 
When the American Lutheran 
Church was: formed in 1930 by com- 
bining the Joint Synod of Ohio,-the 
Iowa, and Buffalo Synods, Dr. Reu 
was an influential factor and was 
continued in his professorship. 

His scholarship earned him dis- 
tinction in America and abroad. It 
was based on research among 
sources, and was especially thorough 
in the field of catechetics and the 
Lutheran confessions. He was said 
to be without peer in information 
concerning Luther’s catechisths. He 
knew the leading personnel in the 
Lutheran churches of the entire 
world in an intimate way. 

He did not see eye to eye with the 
United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica as our body interprets faith in 
terms of practise. In no spirit of 
criticism, with high respect for Dr. 
Reu’s scholarship, and with deep ap- 


_preciation of the influence he ex- 


erted in the classroom and at con- 
ventions, we express regret that he 
was opposed to organic union with 
our group of Lutherans. We deem 
it highly probable that extreme dif- 
ferences in background explain his 
attitude. He had great admiration 
for the Lutheranism of Loehe in doc- 
trine and discipline. He could not 
apprehend the convictions and prac- 
tises of the Muhlenberg group in 
America, because his traditions did 
not contain the influences which 
operated upon the Lutheran confes- 
sors prior to and following the 
American Revolution and in the 
decades of the first half of the nine- 
teenth century. 


CELEBRATORY RECOM- 
MENDATIONS 


CaREFUL reading should be given 
by pastors and members of the U. L. 
C. A. congregations to the para- 
graphs on page two and their con- 


tinuance on page twenty-five. They 
constitute more than a program for 
the fourteenth of November, al- 


though they fulfill that function very - | 
thoroughly. The several items have — 


the sponsorship of an able—may one 
say, an experienced—trio of drafters 


of programs. Drs. Foelsch and Rein- © 
artz, and Secretary of the Board of © 


Pensions, Mr. Hodges, merit the con- 
fidence of the Church. 

But their judgment was submitted 
to the Executive Board and given 
an O. K. It is now an official selec- 
tion of items which can be adopted 
with a minimum of adjustments to 
dates and adaptation to communities 
of believers. Collateral instructions 
have been sent the pastors and thus 
made locally available. Thereby the 
advantages of united action can be 
obtained. It could be said without 
fear of dissent that celebration of a 
merger should bear that evidence of 
the spirit of the churches in 1918 
that put the United Lutheran Church 
in corporate union in the service of 
the Kingdom of our Lord. We rea- 
son that the most convincing testi- 
mony to our sincere approval of the 
merger is our forward look toward 
another twenty-five-year period. 

We like the statement of “empha- 
sis” which one reads in the opening 
sentence of paragraph 2—‘‘The whole 
thrust of the anniversary observa- 
tion is to be forward.” It is quite true 
that the period of twenty-five years 
is not very long, although we deem 
the first quarter of a.century in the 
life of the U. L. C. A. packed with 
evidence that God’s grace energized 
and guided those who formulated 
the terms of the combination and 
started the new ecclesiastical cor- 
poration on its way. But in view of 
the facts, that what has been done is 
now an asset and that the respon- 


sibilities before us are tremendous’ 


in their volume, fascinating in their 
nature, and plainly of God’s will, we 
must look ahead “forgetting what 
lies behind.” 

But for one item out of the page 
there is an obligation that is repre- 
sented by an unfulfilled promise, by 
an undervaluation of the purpose 
emphasized by the whole Church in 
1928, and concerning which a pre- 
emptory order was issued by the 
Church assembled in convention at 
Louisville, Ky., in 1942. We refer to 


the subject of the Number 5 para-— 


graph, that deficit of $55,000. 
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We politely but firmly insist that 
more than gratitude should motivate 
the anniversary offering. We fear the 
churches and at least some of the 
pastors need reminding that a prom- 
ise was made which has not been 
kept. The principle of ecclesiastical 
honor is just as sacred for the 
churches as for banks and other cor- 
porations who like to state—‘Our 
word is as good as our bond.” 

But more than regard for a prom- 
ise is involved. There is nothing 
more assuring of faithfulness unto 
death of the Church’s ministry than 
the provision for closing years of 
their lives. When they must be con- 
tinued in difficult parishes after their 
bodily vigor has declined, because 
they need the salaries attached to 
their offices, congregations suffer, 
younger clergymen are not pro- 
moted, and the church as a whole 
has its'pace reduced. The congre- 
gations should certainly turn in a 
liberal anniversary offering. We 
cannot face the future with unfilled 
promises staring at us. 


EVERY DAY A BIRTHDAY 


A MAN expressed pride in be- 
ing one of a large family. There were 
ten sisters and brothers. Most of 
these had married and themselves 
_ become the parents of a two score of 
children. When they plan a reunion, 
they need a hotel dining room in 
which to spread the feast. 

But such occasions were neces- 

sarily rare. What our friend men- 
tioned as his cause for rejoicing was 
the annual receipt of birthday cards. 
“At first,’ he said, “we sent some 
sort of greeting to our father and 
mother on the anniversary of their 
wedding. Then we extended the 
greetings to the second generation: 
the appreciation was thereby mul- 
tiplied. Finally, grandchildren as 
they arrived at the age of interpret- 
ing print, became part of the circle. 
Now the birth dates in our ‘clan’ are 
really days of remembrance.” 
_ And, believe it or not, the ex- 
change of greetings binds us even 
closer as a family. By our greet- 
ings even though they depend on 
Uncle Sam’s messengers, we empha- 
size the routine of domestic attach- 
ments. These picture and message 
exchanges become tangible tokens of 
our relationships. They renew the 
ties of family affection which the 
friction of worldliness wears away. 
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Christian foundation of human society.” 

At the convention of the Church 
Conference of Social Work in New 
York in March, Dr. Eduard C. Linde- 
man stated that the church’s major 
function in the total war of today is to 
interpret the moral issues involved in 
the conflict, provide an antidote for the 
corrosiveness of hatred, and help peo- 
ple accept the tragedy of war with 
courage, grace, and integrity. 

The Federal Council of Churches has 
so far abstained from any thorough- 
going declaration on the church and the 
war, but has appointed a special com- 
mission of twenty-four churchman- 
scholars to prepare a report. 


Church and Peace 


Far more extensive than discussion 
of the war have been the church’s dec- 
larations about peace. The simplest 
problem involved, as to what church- 
men shall be invited to represent our 
Lord at a forthcoming hypothetical 
peace conference, has been settled in 
various ways. The Protestant Epis- 
copal Diocese of Ohio sent word to 
President Roosevelt asking that repre- 
sentatives of the “religious conscience 
of America” be included at the peace 
table, whereas the Diocese of Virginia 
recommended the name of Presiding 
Bishop Tucker as a man “eminently 
fitted by experience in foreign and do- 
mestic affairs” for this assignment. 

The Cleveland Ministers’ Association 
urges the President to consider Prof. 
William Hocking as a representative of 
American Christianity, while Church 
Management, published in Cleveland, 
says the representative need not be a 
clergyman, but a scholar of “sufficient 
training and breadth of mind to com- 
prehend the whole body of Christian 
truth and its implications.” The Na- 
tional Baptist Convention urges inclu- 
sion of a Negro in the post-war de- 
liberations, and last but not least the 
Catholic Central Verein of America, in 
convention in Springfield, Ill, heard 
Archbishop Samuel A. Stritch nomi- 
nate the Pope. 

The Jewish Forum, published in New 
York, recommends that the post-war 
peace document be proclaimed from Mt. 
Sinai, with representatives present 
from every nation, proclaiming a world 
peace which would “embody the ideals 
of the Bible, plus the principles of the 
Four Freedoms.” 

Undoubtedly very genuine ardor has 
been exhibited in the councils of 
churchmen who gather to clarify the 
spiritual principles of enduring peace. 
Whether all this effort is merely a 
harmless gesture, or whether it may 


actually temper the American people, 
preventing an isolationist or imperial- 
ist reaction in the years just ahead, re- 
mains to be seen. 

The Federal Council came out late in 
the winter with its “Six Pillars of 
Peace,” a dilution of the findings of the 
Delaware Conference of 1942. At Dela- 
ware, Ohio, the Methodists held a con- 
ference of their own in early March, 
featuring an address by Vice-president 
Wallace. 

Most impressive of the American 
church peace conference in 1943 was 
the Round Table in Princeton, N. J., in 
July, where a scattering of representa- 
tives from a dozen countries engaged 
in a realistic study of post-war prob- 
lems. The Federal Council of Churches 
is planning a Mission in nearly 100 
cities in November which is intended 
to carry to lay people the principles 
being defined by leaders regarding a 
just and enduring peace. Methodists 
are planning a similar foray early in 
1944, intended to arouse Methodists into 
every congregation to ask Congress for 
a good peace. 

Almost every segment of religious 
life in America is somehow incorpor- 
ated in various activities aimed at a 
good péace. The Rabbinical Assembly 
of America has issued its statements; 
the National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence has spoken (calling attention to 
the five peace points outlined by Pius 
XII); Baptists have formulated “six 
imperatives” for post-war planning. 
Any groups which remain silent are , 
either deficient in optimism or lacking 
in vocabulary. A rejuvenated League 
of Nations is the substance of most of 
the post-war proposals. 


Global Speculations 

Some of the 1943 soothsaying is on 
the subject of reconstructing the 
churches of Europe, and European life 
in general, after the war. The World 
Council of Churches seems to be get- 
ting under way in a competent man- 
ner in surveying probable needs and 
methods involved in such work. Post- 
war relief is already promised from 
numerous sources. A brilliant renewal 
of missionary effort is a likely post- 
war prospect. The president of the 
United States says he is “counting on 
the leadership” of clergymen to facil- 
itate post-war construction. 

Without waiting for the war to end, 
the Society of Friends has gone for- 
ward through the year with its merciful 
service of supplies to starving popula- 
tions in France and elsewhere in 
Europe. Other American churches 
have been divided in their opinions re- 
garding demands that the Allied gov- 
ernments allow feeding of people in 
Axis-occupied territory. Lutherans had 
fellow believers in mind. 
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THE CHURCH 


SCHOOL 


LESSON 


THE IMAGE AND SUPERSCRIPTION 


The Teaching of Jesus About Human Life 
Exodus 20: 13, "Thou shalt not kill," and quotes from the Sermon on the 
Mount. Matt. 5: 21-26, 38-45 ; 


Tue reader is reminded that the portions of Scripture prescribed for 
the consideration of adults in our Sunday schools during the fourth quarter 
of the year 1943 relate the Ten Commandments to the Teachings of Jesus. 
In consideration of Reformation Day (October 31) this page in last week’s 
issue dealt with the Forty-sixth Psalm, a thoroughly justified interruption. 
But now we are returning to the theme for the quarter. 

The reader is also reminded of a principle basic to appraisal of the 
Decalog in the Christian dispensation. It is this: the Decalog which Moses 
received by divine arrangement was not only fundamental to the legal 
structure of the Hebrew nation but it 
was also carried forward because it is meet the situation. To kill is to destroy 
a revelation of human values to every what man did not make and cannot re- 
generation of those “born after the place. 
flesh.” Its beginning is the declaration Punishment for murder is aimed at 
of infinite authority, “I am the Lord, prevention of a crime. It is a means of 
thy God, thou shalt have no other gods_ protection by the injection of fear of 
before me.” Guidance and communion inevitable consequences. The arguments 
by human beings with their Maker is which are current as to the place of the 
implied in the provision for prayer and death penalty for deliberate murder 
by the hallowing of a day. Family, life, are inclined to obscure the restraining 
parentage, property, and reputation are effects of capital punishment and over- 
then designated and protected. The value the possibilities of reforming the 
corruption of desire into sin-caused vicious propensities of law breakers. 
covetousness is then dealt with in the 
ninth and tenth commandments. 


Self Protection 


It is not easy to prescribe the lengths 
to which an individual may go to pro- 
tect his own life and the lives of mem- 
Jesus to the Decalog, He did not lessen bers of his household from a killer. In 
the moral implications of these Ten civil law the right of self-defense will 
Words, taken singly or in their entirety. Pier homicide in case of an attack in 
On the contrary, having stripped off order to repel a violent entrance into 
the mechanical applications with which one’s household or domestic circle. But 
they had been overlaid by civil and here also a sharp distinction must be 
ecclesiastical interests, He gave them made between self-defense and punish- 
continuing ethical authority—Since the ment. But the usurpation by the indi- 
Father who sent Him was the God of vidual of powers which have been given 
Moses, these laws were not abrogated to the civil order, that is, to the police 
by the Son’s revelation of the Father’s power and to the courts, cannot be jus- 
new covenant with man. tified where the punishment for a crime 

In all appraisals of human values js inadequate, as was the case for kid- 
that which deals with life has a place napping until a few years ago; or where 
by itself. Man enters the world by no the officers of enforcement are insuf- 
choice or energy of his own. But though ficient or corrupted, the citizens must 
born exceedingly dependent on parents undertake their replacement by orderly 
and surroundings, he is so endowed by means. The right of revolution does 
his Creator as to be a little lower than not compass invoking the passions of a 
the angels, and with mastery over the mob or of concealed agents of correc- 
lower forms of life. His destiny is tion and punishment. 
known only to his Maker and he is him- 
self forbidden to devitalize himself by 
either abuse of his faculties or by self- Novoninewie 
destruction. E M. The Sacredness of Human Life. 

In the moral and ethical regime, no 5: 21-26. 

‘ ” i - The Law of Love. Matthew 5: 38-48. 
replacements” for a life have been or wy, 


The Worth of Man. Matthew 18: 10-14. 
can be devised. Neither the pagan codes te Divine Ownership of Man. Psalm 24: 1-10. 


Christ’s Peaceable Kingdom. Isaiah 11: 1-10. 


The Valuation of Life 


As is true of all the references of 


DAILY BIBLE READINGS 


Matthew 


of vengeance, nor the principle of “an Sat. aha Perixe the Source of Strife. James 
’ : 1-10. 
eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth” 5, Love the Test of Sonship. I John 3: 7-15. 
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Ky Nathan P2. Melhoren 


Beyond the Mosaic Regime 


The teachings of Jesus which the 
Sunday school lesson quarterly cites in 
connection with the fifth commandment, 
“Thou shalt not kill,” are excerpts from 
the discourse recorded by Matthew 
(chapters 5-7) and popularly known as 
the “Sermon on the Mount.” So far as 
we have read comments, the entity of 
which the Beatitudes and the following 
revelations are primarily descriptive of 
the Kingdom of God or the kingdom of 
heaven and not to the civil authority 
or the regime which Paul called “The 
Powers that be.” There have been 
groups who deemed themselves above 
the civil powers. We have something 
of the sort now in the sect who call 
themselves Jehovah’s Witnesses. But 
in the main, the governments of the 
world were recognized as possessed of 
real power, which as far as it goes is 
derived from God. The kingdom of God 
is in the midst of this secular “world 
order,” but does not supersede it. Jesus 
even classified the Scribes and Pharisees 
as those possessing authority. “They 
sit in Moses seat,” He said. 

We have instanced this recognition 
of the civil power in order to deal with 
the problem of the states’ rights of self- 
defense. The question is particularly 
germane to popular thinking in these 
days of global conflict, when many de- 
vout Christians are adverse to par- 
ticipation in military duties. 

Now certainly the state is a real, a 
positive entity. We deem our govern- 
ment to have come into existence in 
order that human privileges of partic- 
ipation in earthly advantages should be 
preserved and extended. The principles 
of which our laws are the expression, 
including our religious activities have 
been frankly denied, and placed under 
attack by armies equipped for conquest 
either by the exhaustive processes of 
battle or subjection of the population 
to a form of government which we can- 
not accept. 

Is government an incident in the his- 
tory of human beings. Has it the right 
to expect our obedience to its duly 
made and published laws? Are we as 
citizens required to subject its regula- 
tions to the approval of our individual 
consciences, before accepting them as 
part of civil authority? And in case of 
foreign aggression: i.e., in case of attack 
on its essential principles, do our meas- 
ures of defense, the operations of which 
involve slaughter of our foes, consti- 
tute a crime against the will of God for 
our nation? 


The Lutheran 


THE YOUNG 


PEOPLE 


Ky nos Gohn Teaver 
Christ and the Rich Young Man —tske 18-18-30 


A Picture Study 


JESUS was popular with the common 
folk. Not many rich were numbered 
among His followers. Yet they came to 
hear Him speak and to watch Him per- 
form miracles, and coming to mock, 
some remained to pray. Jesus never 
played up to any man or any class. He 
was absolutely unacquainted with the 
arts of the politician. Surely He noticed 
some in the crowd that stood about Him 
wearing fine linens, dyed purple and 
red and bordered with ermine. But He 
did not make discipleship easy for them. 
Instead they were the inspiration for 
some of His pointed parables on the 
deceitfulness of riches. Certainly the 
young man of our lesson caught the 
point of Jesus’ teaching and was stirred 
‘enough to ask “Good Master, what shall 
I do to inherit eternal life?” 

“Why do you call me good, none is 
good save God?” seems to be a rebuke 
to the inquirer. Did not Jesus sense the 
pride of the man, his superior attitude 
toward all the common folks who stood 
about? Perhaps the young man’ was 
giving Jesus an opportunity to say a 
word of commendation for his presence 
and interest. He was gracing a meeting 
of the common people. Jesus gave him 
an honest answer. He recited the social 
obligations, the duties of man to man, 
from the commandments. Then the 
young man revealed himself by claim- 
ing that he had kept these command- 
ments from his youth. 


His Heart Was Untouched 


The man was in danger of losing his 
soul. He was living on the surface of 
things. His heart was full of the love 
of luxury and the longing for things 
money could buy. Jesus, the Good 
Physician, gave the one prescription 
that might save him. It was not a gen- 

eral remedy, but designed for the case. 
' His heart was so full of the love of 
/ money that there was no room in it for 
the love of God and his neighbors. He 
would treat his neighbors justly, he 
would pay his respects to God in wor- 
ship, but not whole heartedly. There- 
fore he must sell all he possessed and 
give the proceeds to the poor. All 
about him were hungry, ill-clothed 
people. He was well fed and richly 
clothed. But there were also poor. 
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“His face fell at that and he went 
sadly away, for he had great posses- 
sions.” (Moffatt’s translation.) One of 
the apochryphal gospels, titled “The 
Gospel to the Hebrews,” tells the story 
this way: “Then the rich man began to 
scratch his head, and the speech did not 
please him. And the Lord said unto 
him, ‘How canst thou say, “I have kept 
the law and the prophets?” Love thy 
neighbor as thyself. Behold, many of 
thy brethren, sons of Abraham, lie in 
dirty rags and die of hunger and thy 
house is full of many goods and noth- 
ing comes out of it to them.’” Cer- 
tainly the writer caught the spirit of 
the story. The young man loved him- 
self more than he loved his neighbors. 

It is this part of the story that has 
caught the fancy of a number of the 
world’s greatest artists. We will have 
space to write of three of these paint- 
ings by Eduard von Gebhardt. (1838- 
1925), Heinrich Hofmann (1834-1911), 
and George Frederick Watts (1817- 
1904). The first two are titled “Christ 
and the Rich Young Man” and the last 
“For He Had Great Possessions.” (If 
possible copies of these pictures should 
be used in presenting the topic.) 


"The Intruder’ 


Gebhardt pictures a typical group of 
German peasants dressed in the garb 
of Luther’s day. They are gathered 
around the Master in a barn, some sit- 
ting on the straw and others standing. 
Jesus is seated on a rough table or plat- 
form. His face is stern and His gestures 
show the earnestness with which He 
speaks. The rich young man stands in 
vivid contrast to the peasants. He is 
luxuriously dressed. His face is rather 
weak yet bears the stamp of sincerity. 
Perhaps he has deliberately sought 
Jesus and feels somewhat on the defen- 
sive when he discovers he is the only 
one of his class in the group. He may 
have come in time to hear enough of 
Jesus’ message to feel the need of 
justifying his privileges. What his an- 
swer would be to the demand Jesus 
made upon him could not be told from 
this painting. It catches the young man 
at the moment when Jesus is challeng- 
ing his soul. We could hope here that 
he might not turn away but would re- 


alize the call of love, renounce all and 
follow Jesus. 


A Personal Interview 


Hofmann in his “Christ and the Rich 
Young Ruler’ suggests a much more 
personal interview then Gebhardt. It 
would seem that the young man had 
been a part of the group listening to 
Jesus as He told parables like that of 
the rich man and Lazarus. Perhaps he 
would have been embarrassed too much 
to ask his question before the strange 
crowd. So he seems to have detained 
Jesus and the conversation with Jesus 
is pictured with the background of a 
stone wall. There is an arch to the left 
through which one can see two figures, 
a woman, sad of expression, standing 
before an old man, the picture of pov- 
erty. Jesus is in the center of the paint- 
ing and is gesturing toward the two 
representatives of human need as He 
“tells the young man what he must do 
to conquer his love of money. The face 
of Jesus is much more kindly than 
Gebhardt’s and there is persuasive 
power in every line. There is the sug- 
gestion of a halo over His head. The 
young man is dressed in fine linen with 
an embroidered border on his robe. His 
face it rather weak, and there is a stub- 
born set about his mouth and chin. 
Here one is left in little doubt as to the 
decision he will make. The love of the 
things of this world has taken posses- 
sion of his will. 


Turned Away 


Watts in “For He Had Great Posses- 
sions” shows the highest artistic skill of 
all. He gives us only the side view of 
a lone figure with head bowed so that 
the features are invisible. His concep- 
tion comes from the point in the story 
when the young man has heard the ver- 
dict of Jesus and has made his choice 
and now finds the joy gone out of his 
life. He is realizing that he has made 
the wrong choice, yet has not the cour- 
age to make the great renunciation. His 
hand is revealing, seeming about to 
close. about a bag of gold. His rich 
clothing does not attract, but is full of 
wrinkles and he seems much over- 
dressed, over-stuffed, one might say. 

The lessons in these paintings apply 
to more than personal living. Nations, 
too, lose their souls when they center 
their policies upon material things. 
Herbert Hoover in a recent radio ad- 
dress used this apt phrase to describe 
the philosophy that wrecks a world 
“selfishness, popularly known as self- 
interest.” Yes, that is the root sin. 

% *% *% % 

To Leavers: Topic date, November 7. 
Useful resource material can be secured 
from Bailey’s The Gospel in Art and 
Maus’ Christ and the Fine Arts. Next 
topic, “A Hymn Study.” 
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BOOK S§ 


Guide to Contemporary Thinking About Religion 


Return to Christianity. By Nels F. S. Ferre. Harper. 76 pages. $1. 


In Tuts little book Dr. Ferre gives a very readable and stimulating pres- 
entation of Christian agape, for which he has become widely known in this 
country through his lectures, and his books, The Christian Fellowship and 
The Christian Faith. This latest publication, Return to Christianity, should 
appeal to intelligent laymen both because of the breadth of its scope in deal- 
ing with real problems and because of the author’s strong and never hidden 
conviction that Christianity is a power to handle these most perplexing 
problems which are of immediate interest. 


His analyses of the values and short- 
comings of “fundamentalism” and 
“modernism” are also enlightening. To 
laymen this book will serve as a help- 
ful “refresher” in understanding the 
contemporary religious situation, and 
in being brought to see how and where 
“radical” Christianity can make a sig- 
nificant contribution. 

To clergymen this book is stimulating 
as well, because of the rich insights 
which are given to great but sometimes 
dull words, e.g., atonement, fellowship, 


From Formalism to Fervor 


Religion of Tomorrow. By John Elof 
Boodin. Philosophical Library. 189 pages. 
$2.50. 

Trus delightful volume is addressed 
to those who feel the need of awaken- 
ing to a new consciousness of the real- 
ity of religion. The author, who is one 
of America’s most learned philosophers, 
has drawn more freely from the poets 


than from the members of his own acav/ 


demic group. To Professor Boodin, re- 
ligion is the eternal poetry of life. While 
his material is not set forth in verse, 
its rich prose has the ring of poetry. 

In The Religion of Tomorrow the 
emphasis is on the future when life will 
be nobler and fuller. But the “Religion 
of a Promise,” as it is called, is not 
blind to its present functions; religion 
must ever be building and conserving 
values, creating constructively, and at- 
tuning souls to the Highest. 

If a sub-title had been added by Pro- 
fessor Boodin, it might well be “Insti- 
tutional Religion Must Set Its House in 
Order.” The trouble, stresses the au- 
thor, is that we are repeating the 
phrases of past thinking without think- 
ing for ourselves. We need a real ref- 
ormation—a reformation which shall do 
more than change external forms. We 
need a reformation which shall trans- 
late Christianity into the tissue of the 
vital thought and striving of today. 

Dr. Boodin maintains that to offset 
the continuous tendency toward ab- 
straction and imperialism, the existence 
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evil, redemption, salvation, etc. As Dr. 
Ferre uses these words they are not 
relics in a theological museum but 
terms descriptive of actual experiences. 
A careful reading should provide rich 
sermon points. 

Both lay and clerical readers will find 
themselves putting question marks 
along the margin as they read, but they 
will certainly feel they have made a 
worth-while investment of time. 

Witit1am Van Horn Davis. 


ae 

of God must be based on human expe- 
rience rather than upon formal defini- 
tion. God is no longer a feudal aristo- 
crat, but. a creative and pervasive 
Energy—a leaven, that works construc- 
tively in our world for order, unity, and 
harmony. 

The task of men is to walk in the 
light as God gives us to see the light. 
We must listen to the voice that guides 
us to our destiny, individual and cos- 


‘mic; and that destiny is in God. By the 


use of faith and reason, which the au- 
thor feels must complement each other, 
and by co-operation with the Divine 
Energy which is omnipresent in the 
universe we become builders of the 
noble temples of the future. Written in 
a simple straight-forward style, this 
work is a sincere attempt to draw re- 
ligion from formalism to fervor. 
R. L. WINTERS. 


Adventure Story by Lewis 


Out of the Silent Planet. By C. S. 
Lewis. Macmillan. 174 pages. $2. 

You don’t expect to find the latest 
adventure stories reported in the book- 


review columns of this periodical, but - 


also you can’t expect to run into many 
such stories which are as thoroughly 
delightful and worth reading as Out of 
the Silent Planet. 

It is real adventure fiction all right, 
in the best Buck Rogers style: English 
professor transported by kidnappers to 
Mars in a space-ship, where he meets 
sorns, hrossa, and even a few pfifitiggi 

And it is by C. S. Lewis, who is him- 


/ | 
self an English professor. He wrote the 
Screwtape Letters, which won the af- 
fection of churchmen everywhere. Out 


of the Silent Planet is fantasy, not — 


satire; and its theology is very lightly 
sketched in. But it has some theology, 
of a most effective kind, for it presents 
the ancient problem of sin in a new 
perspective. 

We have long been accustomed to 
most of the clever books being written 
by people who consider themselves too 
clever to be religious. It is a welcome 
change to discover someone like Lewis, 
who has first-rate literary intelligence 
and also something to believe in. 

G. E. R. 


Argument by Lewis 


The Case for Christianity. By C. S. 
Lewis. Macmillan. 56 pages. $1. 

Arter Mr. Lewis gets us safely back 
from Mars, as reported in the review 
above, he has in this book a few things 
to tell us about his own faith. 

The book consists of radio talks in 
which this brilliant gentleman tells the 
“man. in the street” why it is intel- 
lectually respectable to be a Christian. 
In the first series of brief talks, Lewis 
argues merely for a theistic view of 
life. His argument is based on the con- 
cept of the Categorical Imperative, al- 
though he never uses any such abstract 
terms. In fact, he uses “slanguage,” 
and is concrete and comprehensible. In 
the second series of talks, Lewis ex- 
plains why he has become not only a 
theist, after being an atheist, but why 
he can furthermore be a member of the 
Church of England. 

This little book would be a fine thing 
to give to all sorts of people who are 
troubled by intellectual doubts regard- 
ing Christian faith. Philosophical argu- 
ment never led anyone to or away from 
Christ. But such argument sometimes 
helps a person who has discovered some 
basic reason for wanting to be a Chris- 
tian but who needs a little reassurance 
on the intellectual side before he takes 
the plunge. 

Lewis (whose book The Problem of 


Pain has also been published recently’ 


in America) is one of the group of dis- 
tinguished English literati who have 
“returned to Christianity” in recent 
years. G. E. R. 


Finding Home and Faith 


Exiled Pilgrim. By William Hubben. 
Macmillan. 261 pages. $2. 
TuIs is autobiography, something of 
an autobiography of the soul. The au- 
thor is a refugee from Germany; and a 
convert from Roman Catholicism, via 
agnosticism, to the Society of Friends. 
His story is a work of art, beautifully 
personal, tinged with keen emotion. 
G. E. R. 


The Lutheran 


“THe harvest is past, the summer is 
ended, and we are not saved.” These 
are sad words for a suffering people 
ardently yearning for deliverance. They 
are words that may be applied in vari- 
ous senses to multitudes of people in 
the world at the present time. Unfor- 
tunately they are true, I fear, spirit- 
ually, of multitudes who are not lament- 
ing the fact. What can be done about 
it? The Church alone has the answer 
to that question—the Church of Christ 
to whom has been committed the Word 
of Life. 

Our western grain harvest is just 
about over. For some time it was de- 
layed because of unfavorable weather 
but lately the weather has been ideal 
and the work has progressed rapidly. 
The average yield of our harvest is far 
below the heavy crop of last year and 
yet it may be rated as good. There is 
prosperity in the land. This is noted 
also in church treasuries. The treas- 
urer of the Manitoba Synod, for ex- 
ample, reports receipts far in excess of 
former years. Mission festivals have 
been attended by large numbers and 
the offerings have been unusually 
large. The following are a few ex- 
amples: Ellerslie, Alberta, $213.82; 
_ South Edmonton, $170; Barrhead, 
$164.50; Inglis, Manitoba, $153.27; 
Davin, Sask., $135.83. “Up to August 
18,” writes the treasurer, “I received 
$602.97 more than in the same period 
of last year for apportionment.” 


‘A Great Event 


The Mission Festival is an interest- 
ing feature of western church life. For 
this service more than for any other 
the people come together from widely 
extended areas. They bring their lunch 
baskets and in the afternoon attend a 
second service. Usually the church 
building is not large enough for the 
congregation assembled and use is 
made of the community hall. The ser- 
mons are preached by a visiting pastor 
and special choir music is given. If the 
parish is fortunate enough to be enter- 

_ taining a District Conference several 
pastors will be asked to preach. This 
was the case at the recent conference 
at Edenwold in South Saskatchewan. 
The day brought rejoicing to Pastor 
Poetsch as well as to his people. Eden- 
wold is one of the best districts in the 
province and a visit to some of the 
farms is a source of delight. Think of a 
farm of eight hundred acres with a 

_ vegetable and fruit garden of five acres! 

_ On all sides of the’garden windbreaks 
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OPPORTUNITIES CHALLENGE THE LUTHERAN CHURCH IN CANADA 


By N. WILLIson 


of maple, spruce, pine and elm are bor- 
dered with lilac hedges and other 
shrubbery with here and there beds of 
beautiful flowers. The home itself is 
like a city residence furnished with 
electric lighting and water system oper- 
ated by Delco power and a windmill. 
Large barns and stables house thor- 
oughbred cattle and horses. Two auto- 
mobiles are maintained as well as nu- 
merous farm implements. Is this farm 
typical? To be sure not all the farms 
are in this class but I have in mind an- 
other very much like it in another sec- 
tion of the province where I was in- 
vited to preach at a Mission Festival. 
Crops were good but it was difficult to 
get enough help for all the work that 
had to be done. I am convinced that 
the possibilities of the prairies have not 
yet been fully realized. 


Seminarians More Numerous 


Our seminaries at Saskatoon resumed 
work on the twenty-eighth of Septem- 
ber with an increased attendance. We 
have had no loss because of military 
call though some young men who had 
hoped to be here had to go into army 
service. The Augustana Synod had 
three prospective students that were to 
have been the nucleus for their Cana- 
dian educational work. All three are 
now in military uniform. The American 
Lutheran Church is more fortunate 
because of the fact that their young 
men are granted permission to continue 
studies begun in their Junior College at 
Regina. Four of their men are now 
studying in our seminary and another 
is expected. 


New Church Dedicated 


September 19 was a day of great re- 
joicing for Trinity Church in Saskatoon. 
A new church home was dedicated. Dr. 
Tappert of the Board of American Mis- 
sions was the preacher and Pastor Goos 
performed the act of dedication. The 
weather was like that of summer and 
the number of people present was in- 
spiringly large. They had come to praise 
God for a surprising development. In 
the midst of war conditions, with re- 
strictions on building operations that 
made the erection of a new structure 
impossible the congregation found itself 
in possession of an impressive edifice 
that provides a churchly and beautiful 
place of worship, pastor’s apartments 
and Sunday school rooms on one of the 
most attractive and conveniently lo- 
cated corner lots in the city. A $20,000 


property that will cost the church when 
reconstructed less than $7,000! 

Most of my vacation season was spent 
in the interest of the Canadian Lu- 
theran Commission for War Service. 
Several conferences were held with 
government officials in Ottawa, with 
members of the Missouri Synod Com- 
mission and with the Nova Scotia Synod 
at Kentville, Nova Scotia. The possi- 
bilities for service work in Halifax were 
investigated and a meeting of members 
of the commission was held in Water- 
loo, Ontario, There are now about 
fifteen thousand Canadian Lutherans in 
the armed forces and fourteen chap- 
lains distributed among all the serv- 
ices, the Rev. Walter Goos of Rose Bay, 
N. S., being the first appointment to 
the Canadian Navy. 


A Leader Fallen 


The death of Pastor Schildroth in 
Detroit has deeply affected the Church 
in Canada. He was a Canadian by birth 
and education and he had served in the 
Nova Scotia and Canada Synods. He 
was well known for his deep spiritual 
earnestness and his aggressive mission- 
ary zeal. Among young people he was 
still youthful and it is remarkable that 
God should have called him right out 
of their midst on the picnic ground. I 
knew Pastor Schildroth well. He at- 
tended my classes while at college. As 
recently as the time of the Louisville 
Convention I had fellowship with him. 
Who could have predicted the se- 
quence? Truly “God moves in a mys- 
terious way, his wonders to perform.” 


Another Canadian pastor has been 
much in our thoughts recently. With 
startling suddenness has come the an- 
nouncement that the Rev. Helmuth 
Lehmann, B.A., Th.D., of Trinity Lu- 
theran Church, Winnipeg, has become 
a member of Hamma Divinity School 
in Springfield, Ohio. Well, we are re- 
joicing with him and we are proud of 
him. He is a graduate of Saskatoon 
Seminary and of the University of Sas- 
katchewan. We regret his leaving the 
mother church of our synod but we 
congratulate him on the possibilities of 
new forms of service. 


For the first time in the history of the 
Manitoba Synod a trained parish 
worker enters the mission field. She is 
Miss Eleanor Gillstrom of Winnipeg 
and she has come from the Mother- 
house at Baltimore to serve in Trinity 
Church, Saskatoon. She will devote 
half of her time to the work of secre- 
tary in our seminary and she will make 
her home on the campus. Miss Gill- 
strom has had considerable experience 
in parish activities and _ especially 
among young people and her coming to 
Saskatoon is much appreciated. May 
she find joy in her work. 


19 


Church of the Reformation, Rochester, N.Y., 
Celebrates Anniversary 


By Howarp A. KuHNLE 


Tue Church of the Reformation, Rochester, N. Y.—the first congrega- 
tion in this country to use that title—is celebrating the seventy-fifth anni- 
versary of its founding. This church is also the first entirely English-speak- 
ing Lutheran congregation in western New York. Today it is a large, 


flourishing, downtown congregation. 

The anniversary committee, under 
the chairmanship of Heiby W. Ungerer, 
Esq., has arranged a series of special 
services. The festival service will be 
held Sunday, October 31, when the 
speaker will be Franklin Clark Fry, 
D.D., pastor of Trinity Church, Akron, 
Ohio, son of a former pastor. A com- 
munity service will be held in the eve- 
ning, in celebration of the Festival of 
the Reformation, when the speaker will 
be Dr. F. H. Knubel of New York City, 

president of the 
United Lutheran 
Church in America, 
and father of the 
pastor of Reforma- 
tion. 

The annual 
“Church Sunday,” 
November 7, will 
feature the burning 
of the mortgage, led 
by G. A. Ellestad, 
Esq., president of 
the church council, 
the rededication of 
a debt-free church, 
and the receiving 
of the 1944 pledges 


Dr. Frederick R. 
Knubel, pastor 


F. R. Knubel, pas- 
tor, will be the 
speaker. 

A patriotic serv- 
ice will be held No- 
vember 14, with 
dedication of the 
Honor Roll, under 
theedirection of the 
Men’s Class, of 
which William H. 
Stackel is teacher. 
The Rev. Alfred L. 
Beck, assistant pas- 
tor, will be the 
speaker. The Rev. Robert W. Stackel, 
pastor of Emmanuel Church, Roch- 
ester, a spiritual son of Reformation, 
was the special speaker October 17. 

A congregational social festival No- 
vember 3 will feature, “Forth in His 
Name,” by Mrs. F. R. Knubel. This is 
a series of musical, oral, and pictorial 
episodes in the on-going history of the 
Christian Church, presented in drama 
and song, with a special choral group. 
It is described as “a living history of 
the spiritual growth of the Christian 


The Rev. Albert 
L. Beck, assistant 
pastor 
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of the members. Be 
/ 


Church, as shown 
in the lives of Peter, 
Monica, Luther, 
Wesley, Muhlen- 
berg, Father Heyer, 
the Red Cross, and 
the council of the 
Church of the Ref- 
ormation.” 

For its anniver- 
sary, the congrega- 
tion has issued an° 
attractive booklet, 
profusely illus- 
trated with pictures 
of present and for- = 
mer buildings, in- é 
terior scenes, pres- 
ent and former pas- 
tors and assistant 
pastors, ministerial 
sons, the congregation at worship, Sun- 
day school classes and groups, etc. 
While the history of the congregation 
is given its proper place, the chief em- 
phasis is on the congregation today and 
in the future. 


Former Pastors 


Former pastors of Reformation are 
Franklin F. Fry, D.D., 1901-26, who re- 
signed to become the first executive 
secretary of the Board of American 
Missions of the United Lutheran 
Church; William J. Miller, D.D., 1893- 
1901; J. E. Whitteker, D.D., 1888-1893; 
Hiram Peters, D.D., 1884-88; the Rev. 
Charles S. Kohler, 1874-84; and the 
first pastor, Reuben Hill, D.D., 1868-74. 

Former assistant pastors are the Rev. 
Hermann B. Miller, 1938-41, pastor of 
Grace, North Tonawanda, N. Y.; the 
Rev. William M. Horn, 1935-37, Peace, 
Rochester; the Rev. Earl F. Rahn, 1927- 
31, Incarnation, Philadelphia, Pa.; the 
Rev. Matthias F. Walz, 1916-17, Trinity, 
Newark, N. J.; and the Rev. John 
Dimpfi, 1910-16, Grace, Dunkirk, N. Y. 
Dr. Knubel-was assistant pastor, 1921- 
27, becoming pastor upon Dr. Fry’s res- 
ignation. Sister Louise Stitzer rendered 
splendid service as parish deaconess, 
1922-43. 

By way of evaluation, it may be said 
that it was during Dr. ‘Fry’s pastorate 
that the congregation, building upon an 
already strong foundation, attained a 
large growth in membership and de- 


Chancel of Church of the Reformation 


veloped its great interest in the cause 
of all benevolent operations, while Dr. 
Knubel has developed educational fea- 
tures which are properly the work of 
the church, at the same time emphasiz- 
ing the importance of soul-winning 
activities and social service. 


"Debt-free in Forty-three" 

The financial emphasis of the seventy- 
fifth anniversary is “debt-free in ‘forty- 
three.’” When a financial campaign was 


begun, February 6, 1942, the debt was 
$39,756, on the educational building 
erected in 1929; at this writing, it stands 
at $5,835, with the congregation con- 
fidently planning to rededicate a debt- 
free church plant November 7. The 
facilities for Sunday school work in 
this structure have made it an asset. 


First Activities ; 

The first meeting which led to the 
establishment of Reformation was held 
September 11, 1868, using the name, 
“The Evangelical Lutheran Missionary 
Society.” Dr. Hill began his work De- 
cember 1, 1868, and the Sunday school 
began August 1, 1869. The congrega- 
tion met for the purpose of incorporat- 
ing October 31, 1871. The first building 


was dedicated on the second Sunday in 


December 1872. The cornerstone of the 
present building was laid July 1, 1900, 
and dedication took place December 23. 
The cornerstone of the old Sunday 
school building was laid November 23, 
1902, and dedication took place April 


-19, 1903. Pledges of $153,000 for the 


new Sunday school building were made 
in 1926, work was started in 1928, and 
dedication took place April 21, 1929. In 
the last war 119 men and two women 
were in service, with one death, while 
in this war to date there are 186 men 
and two women, with two deaths thus 
far. The present membership is 2,116 
baptized, 1,511 confirmed, and 1,153 
communing. . 
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CANADA BRETHREN 


Saskatoon Congregation Rejoices 


Pastor Adalbert Goos, Dr. N. Willison, 
Dr. Ernst A. Tappert 


SEPTEMBER 19 was a banner day for 
Trinity Church, Saskatoon, Saskatch- 
ewan, Canada. On that day the con- 
gregation saw the fulfillment of a 
dream: the much needed and anxiously 
- hoped for church was ready to be ded- 
icated. 

For thirty years the congregation had 
worshiped in an inadequate building, 
one of those pioneer structures which 
would fill the immediate needs at a 
time when Saskatoon was no more than 
a hamlet and the people were desper- 
ately poor. In the meantime Saskatoon 
has grown into a thriving city of some 
50,000 people, and has become the edu- 
cational center of the Province of Sas- 
katchewan. The old church offered no 
facilities for educational or student 
work, nor for any social gathering. Its 
location on a dirt road on the outskirts 
of the city, and its unsightly exterior 
combined with an uncomfortable in- 
terior, proved a handicap to the de- 
velopment of the congregation. The 
neighborhood has filled up with Ukrain- 
jans, and when they offered to purchase 
the building it was sold. 


In Fine Residential Section 


The building of a new church was out 
of the question on account of war re- 
strictions, but a new location was found, 
and solved the problem most beauti- 
fully. With the generous assistance of 
some interested friends and a $1,000 
loan from the Board of American Mis- 
sions, a large mansion was bought 
which could be remodeled at small cost 
to give the congregation what it needs. 
The property, 155 x 165 feet in dimen- 
sions, is situated at the corner of Bed- 
ford Road and Avenue E, on the high- 
est elevation of the city, in a fine res- 
idential district. 
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DEDICATE CHURCH 


The building, as remodeled, contains 
a beautiful chapel, with Sunday school 
rooms attached, a large recreation room 
in the basement, and a fine apartment 
for the pastor on the upper floor. There 
is plenty of space left on the grounds 
for the erection of a church later. The 
congregation has raised all the funds 
needed for alterations, and many mem- 
bers have contributed liberally of talent 
and labor. Dr. N. Willison was chair- 
man of the building committee, and he 
can be justly proud of the accomplish- 
ments of his committee. The beauty of 
the chapel is greatly enhanced by the 
chancel furniture, which was donated 
by the Women’s Missionary Society of 
St. John’s Church, Hagerstown, Md., 
Dr. J. Edward Harms pastor. 


Dr. Tappert at Dedication 


The dedication was an occasion of 
great joy. Dr. Ernst A. Tappert, who 
had long seen the need of better church 
facilities in this important center, 
preached the sermons morning and af- 
ternoon. The Rev. Adalbert Goos, pas- 
tor loci and president of the Manitoba 


The New Building 


Synod, performed the act of dedication, 
and preached at the Vesper Service. 
The congregation showed its apprecia- 
tion and gratitude by the largest offer- 
ing in their history. The weather was 
ideal, and everything combined to make 
the day memorable and edifying. With 
this new equipment the congregation 
will now be in a position to render 
proper service to the community, and 
become the center of activities among 
the Lutherans in the many institutions 
of the city. 

Saskatoon is the seat of our seminary, 
the University of Saskatchewan, a 
Teachers’ Training School, two hos- 
pitals, and two air training schools, all 
of which show a certain percentage of 
Lutherans. 

E. A. TAPPERT. 


Alleghany Conference We 


SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES AND CHANGES IN PASTORATES 


Ir 1s always a pleasure to have Dr. 
F. S. Shultz, retired pastor of our be- 
loved Lutheran Church, tell of his ex- 
periences in the Christian ministry. His 
is a spirit of keen enthusiasm resulting 
from his more than fourscore years of 
life. He recently related his great joy 
when he preached in Grace Church, 
Johnstown, fifty years after he led five 
men and ten women in the organization 
of the congregation. It was a mission 
enterprise with Dr. Shultz as the pas- 
tor. The property at that time was 
valued at $100; now it is valued at 
$50,000 with all indebtedness cleared. 
Fifty years has shown energetic and 
steady growth for this steel town con- 
gregation of which the Rev. J. A. 
Brosius is now pastor. 

We listened with feeling as Dr. 
Shultz further related the loss of the 
old Lutheran church building at Wil- 
more. The building was destroyed by 
fire some weeks ago. It had been used 
for services up until a few years ago, 
when the congregation merged with the 
congregation at Summerhill. Dr. Shultz 
served the Summerhill Charge prior to 
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his retirement from the active ministry 
several years ago. Pastor R. B. Mc- 
Giffin is now pastor of that charge. 


A Triple Celebration 


Bethany Church, Altoona, the Rev. 
Paul L. Reaser pastor, observed a triple 
anniversary September 19. September 
7, 1893, the congregation was received 
into the Alleghany Synod, and two 
weeks later called the first regular pas- 
tor, H. M. Heilman, D.D. He served this 
fine congregation during the first dec- 
ade of its life. Thirty years later, Beth- 
any congregation dedicated its second 
edifice, the one it now occupies, built 
at a cost of $125,000. These three an- 
niversaries were fittingly celebrated at 
both morning and evening service with 
Harry L. Saul, D.D., pastor of First 
Church, Carlisle, and former pastor of 
Bethany congregation, delivering the 
anniversary sermons. 


Anniversary of Men's Class in Altoona 


The Henry Baker Bible Class in 
First Church, Altoona, the Rev. Luke 
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H. Rhoads pastor, celebrated their 
thirty-fifth anniversary during the 
week of September 19. Tuesday eve- 
ning a service was held in the church 
at which time Joseph B. Baker, D.D., 
pastor of St. Matthew’s Church, York, 
was the guest speaker. Special delega- 
tions from the various Lutheran Men’s 
Bible Classes of the city attended the 
service and special music was furnished 
by a chorus composed of several men 
from each Lutheran church of the com- 
munity. Friday evening the anniver- 
sary dinner was served in the social 
rooms of the church and Prof. L. H. 
Hinkle, former superintendent of Bed- 
ford County schools, was the speaker. 
The memorial service of the celebra- 
tion was held Sunday morning, Sep- 
tember 26, and was in charge of the 
pastor of the church. Dr. Carl C. Ras- 
mussen, professor at Gettysburg Semi- 
nary, delivered the sermon. 

The Henry Baker Bible Class is one 
of the oldest in the city and has had an 
outstanding record of achievement. It 
was organized in 1908 with twelve 
members and now has an enrollment 
of 124. During thirty-five years its 
treasury has received $16,094.17. 


The Altoona Lutheran Ministerial 
Association held its initial meeting of 
the new year, September 27 in Second 
Church, Altoona, the Rev. Clarence H. 
Hershey pastor. The newly elected of- 
ficers were in charge of the meeting: 
President, the Rev. Paul L. Reaser; 
vice-president, the Rev. G. R. Heim; 
secretary-treasurer, the Rev. Ralph W. 
Lind. The Rev. Luke H. Rhoads pre- 
sented a helpful paper on the subject, 
“Preaching the Way of Salvation in the 
Lutheran Church.” The Reformatio 
Service committee reported that the 
annual union service would be held in 
First Church, Altoona, the Rev. Luke 
H. Rhoads pastor, Sunday evening, Oc- 
tober 31. The guest speaker for the 
service will be Chester S. Simonton, 
D.D., pastor of St. Paul’s Church, York. 
Dr. Simonton will feel at home, as First 
Church was his home church while 
living in Altoona. He also served as 
pastor of Trinity Church, Juniata, now 
part of the city, from 1923 until 1929. 


With the Pastors 


The Rev. George R. Groninger, pas- 
tor of the Shanksville Charge in Som- 
erset County, resigned as pastor of that 
charge in order to accept the call to the 
Pine Grove Mills Charge in the Sus- 
quehanna Conference. He has served 
the Shanksville Charge for more than 
three years and succeeds the Rev. 
James Fisher, now assistant pastor at 
First Church, Johnstown. He began his 
new duties at Pine Grove Mills Sep- 


The Rev. Theodore C. Scheifele, pas- 
tor of the Woodbury Charge in Bed- 
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ford County since his graduation from 
Gettysburg Theological Seminary in 
1941, has resigned that charge to accept 
a call to the Harlton Charge in the Sus- 
quehanna Conference of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod. He began his 
work in this new field of service Sep- 
tember 19. 


The Rev. William C. Karns, pastor 
of the Jennerstown Charge, Somerset 
County, has accepted the call to be- 
come pastor of Holy Trinity Church, 
Willow Grove, of the East Pennsylvania 
Conference. Pastor Karns is a graduate 
of Gettysburg College and Gettysburg 
Theological Seminary and served sev- 
eral years as pastor of the Scalp Level 
Charge before going to Jennerstown. 
He took charge of his new work Octo- 
ber 1, in which he succeeds the Rev. 
Daniel Nicely. 


The Rev. James S. Shannon, pastor 
of the Addison-Confluence Charge in 
Somerset County, has resigned as pas- 
tor of that charge to accept a call to the 
Aaronsburg Charge in the Susque- 
hanna Conference, effective October 1. 
Pastor Shannon has served the Addison 
Charge for several years, prior to which 


time he was pastor of the Jennerstown 
Charge. He has been active in the work 


of our conference ‘and served as secre- ~ 


tary for several years. He succeeds the © 
Rev. O. E. Freeman, now pastor of St. | 
Luke’s Church, Roaring Spring. : 


The Rev. Paul O. Hamsher of Punx- 
sutawney has taken up his duties as | 
pastor of Temple Church, Altoona. His — 
first services in the new parish were | 
the Preparatory and Holy Communion | 
services, October 3. Sunday morning, | 
October 10, a formal installation service | 
was conducted and this young pastor © 
had the honor of being installed by his | 
father, M. R. Hamsher, D.D., of Harris- 
burg, president of the Central Penn- 
sylvania Synod. Pastor Hamsher is a 
graduate of Gettysburg College and 
Gettysburg Theological Seminary. He 
has served the Punxsutawney Parish 
since his graduation from the seminary 
in 1937. He and his family have moved 
into the newly acquired parsonage in 
the beautiful Llyswen section of the 
city. Pastor Hamsher succeeds the Rev. 
Fred R. Greninger, now pastor of the 
Lutheran Service Center in Columbia, 
South Carolina. 


Cll Cate 


Facess and places are always interest- 
ing if not stimulating. What others are 
doing suggest lines of action to be fol- 
lowed. My desk is full of news items 
with more than local interest, so I pass 


, them on. 


Dr. Charles F. Oehler, the pastor 
emeritus of St. John’s Church in Sac- 
ramento, has just celebrated his 
eightieth birthday. He and Mrs. Oehler 
were the honor guests at a banquet 
given by their children and grandchil- 
dren. For more than forty-five years Dr. 
and Mrs. Oehler were popular leaders 
in the religious activities of the Capital 
City. More than 1,900 couples have 
been inducted into the joys and sorrows 
of domesticity, and more than 2,100 
persons have been laid away with his 
benediction of eternal peace. Septem- 
ber 5 Dr. Oehler delivered a radio ad- 
dress on “The Spirit of Power versus 


The Spirit of Fear.” It was a real joy . 


to his many friends to hear his familiar 
voice again. Time cannot efface, it can 
only intensify, the impressions these 
godly people have made upon the com- 
munity in which they have lived for 
half a century. 


Dr. Earnest A. Trabert has just com- 
pleted twenty-five years as pastor of 
St. Michael’s Church in Berkeley. A 
celebration was held on Sunday, Sep- 
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tember 26, when the Rev. Paul Romeis 
of Oakland, president of the Northern 
Conference, preached. The following 
Wednesday evening a congregational 
dinner was served. The guest speaker 
was the Rev. Dr. Sandford Fleming of 
the Baptist Divinity School. During 
Dr. Trabert’s long pastorate 206 chil- 
dren have been baptized; 37 adults 
baptized; 487 members have been re- 
ceived; and 228 funerals conducted. St. 
Michael’s Church is thirty years old, 
having been organized on St. Michael’s 
Day by the Rev. Harvey Leech. 


The Rev. August Claus, one of the 
men ordained at the last convention of. 
the California Synod, was installed on 
September 12 as the pastor of St. Paul’s 
congregation of Fresno. The president 
of the Northern Conference, the Rev. 
Paul Romeis, officiated, assisted by the 
Rev. John Bitter of the Wartburg 
Church. The charge was given to the 
congregation in German by the Rev. 
Otto Becker of St. Paul’s Church, 
Sanger. Pastor Claus has already won 
the hearts of the people of the church 
and they are rallying to his help. St. 
Paul’s congregation is thirty years old 
and possesses a valuable property in 
the City of the Raisins. 


While the Rev. Romeis was in Fresno, 
it was my pleasure and also honor to 
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fill his place in the First Church of 
Oakland. How vast the change a few 
years make in the personnel of our 
California congregations! But six of my 
old friends of twenty years ago were 
present. New faces, new voices, but 
the same aspirations and strivings in 
_ the affairs of the Kingdom. It is less 
than a year that the Rev. Romeis as- 
sumed charge of the congregation and 
he has already succeeded in awakening 
a growing interest among young and 
old. Although a downtown church with 
limited facilities for Sunday school 
work, the attendance was good. 


It was my happy privilege also to 
preach for the St. John’s congregation 
of Oakland September 26 and to be 
present at a meeting of the congrega- 
tion the same day when a unanimous 
call was extended to the Rev. Charles 
Smith. St. John’s has been vacant since 
the retirement of Dr. J. S. Herold. The 
Rev. Pastor,Smith is now serving as as- 
sistant to Dr. Herbert Weaver of St. 
Luke’s Church in Huntington Park. 
St. John’s is located in a residential 
section of Oakland in a growing com- 
munity. They have a neat church on a 
prominent corner and a parish house 

_with plenty of room for expansion. 


St. Matthew’s Church of San Fran- 
cisco is in the limelight for it has paid 
off the entire mortgage that has clung 
for years like a bloody hand. The Rev. 
Herman Lucas was called to St. Mat- 
thew’s after the death of the Rev. Her- 
man Gehrcke, the organizer and pastor 
for many years. The third Sunday of 
each month a service is held for the 
parents and the children of the Sunday 
school and the results are most satis- 
factory. The young people of the church 
have just made a survey of a new sec- 
tion near the church and discovered a 
number of Lutheran families. 


The Rev. Robert Romeis, brother of 
Paul in Oakland, has accepted a unan- 
imous call to the pastorate of St. John’s 
congregation in Sacramento. Robert 
was ordained by the California Synod 
in 1938 and has been the very success- 
ful pastor and popular pastor of the 
First Church of Fresno since then. Last 
year a beautiful new edifice was ded- 
icated in Fresno and everything is 
promising for a future growth. St. 
John’s of Sacramento is one of the 
prominent congregations in our synod. 
It is located in the vicinity of the Cap- 
itol Building and has a very fine and 
commodious parsonage. 


The Rev. Joseph W. Peterson of 
Belen, N. M., has been called to assume 
charge of St. Paul’s congregation of 
Vallejo. This work has been under the 
eare of Mr. Harold Lorimer, a senior in 
Western Seminary, for the past few 
months. The prospects are bright and 
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the people are patiently awaiting the 
coming of the new pastor. 


After a very pleasant pastorate which 
has continued for nearly twenty-seven 
years, and a previous pastorate of more 
than six years, I have presented my 
resignation to the congregation of the 
Grace Church, San Jose. Mr. Harold 
Lorimer who has done such excellent 
work this summer in Vallejo, has been 
unanimously called to succeed me when 
he has finished his work in the Western 
Seminary. Both Mr. and Mrs. Lorimer 
are members of the Grace Church and 
are very much loved by the people. 


The Autumn Conventions of the 
Northern Conference and the Mission- 
ary Societies were held in St. Mark’s 
Church, San Francisco, October 19. 
With Dr. J. George Dorn and his as- 
sistant, the Rev. Franklin Smith, to care 
for our needs even beyond the well- 
known hospitality of St. Mark’s people, 
we should lack nothing. 


The Rev. Orval A. Awerkamp and 
the Luther Leaguers of Grace Church, 
Richmond, delightfully entertained the 
Luther Leagues of the Northern Dis- 
trict October 16 and 17. A Sunday 
morning of my vacation was very 
agreeably spent worshiping with the 
people of this congregation. In both the 
Sunday school and the preaching serv- 
ice large audiences were present. A 
system of public address has been in- 
stalled throughout the building and the 
Sunday school rooms are used to seat 
the worshipers. The apartments above 
the Sunday school rooms, formerly oc- 
cupied by the pastor’s family, are now 
used to house the primary and junior 
departments. The pastor and his family 
have moved into a home of their own. 
Within eight years Grace Church has 
emerged from a struggling mission of a 
very precarious nature, into a self-sup- 
porting, debt-free, going concern. With- 
in that time Richmond has grown from 
a city of 30,000 to one of 127,000. 


New England Conference 


Tue church must begin to think about 
the manner.in which it will minister to 
the service men when they return from 
the war, advised Dr. Samuel Trexler 
at the autumn meeting of the New 
England Conference. 

The church must be at a high state 
of spiritual efficiency, and its preaching 
must be designed to grip the attention 
of youth, if the wartime religious ex- 
periences of our men are to be trans- 
muted into permanent Christian loyalty. 

Speaking in First Church, Southing- 
ton, Conn., where the fall conference 
was held September 20, Dr. Trexler 
and other officers of the United Synod 
of New York outlined the present pro- 


gram of the United Lutheran Church. 
Emphasis on World Action must be. 
continued, pointed out the Rev. Henry 
T. McKnight, president of the confer- 
ence, if the whole quota is to be 
reached in the New England area. 

Announcement was made that in 
Wethersfield, Conn., the new St. Paul’s 
mission congregation has purchased the 
historic Griswold home, and is con- 
ducting services under the leadership 
of the Rev. Albert P. Schilke. The Rev. 
Oscar Krauch has resigned at Law- 
rence, Mass., due to ill health, and is 
living in Williamsville, N. Y. The Rev. 
George A. Hagedorn has been assigned 
as acting pastor of Immanuel Church 
of Meriden, Conn., and the Rev. Paul 
E. T. Lemke as acting pastor of First 
Church, Waterbury. 


Lenoir Rhyne College 
Appreciative of Gifts 


Tue president of Lenoir Rhyne Col- 
lege at Hickory, N. C., has just re- 
ceived $20,000 in United States Savings 
Bonds from Mr, L. L. Minges and his 
family of Rocky Mount, N. C. Mr. 
Minges says, “It is my intention to 
make this a $100,000 gift to be known 
as the Lenoir Rhyne Minges Building 
Fund for the erection of a Science 
Building.” 

This new building is to be a memo- 
rial to Mr. Minges’ father, Mr. John F. 
Minges, a citizen of Catawba County, 
living near Claremont, N. C., and who 
was buried there a number of years ago. 
Mr. Minges’ mother was Virginia Her- 
man before her marriage, and she was 
also a resident of Catawba County. 

Mr. L. L. Minges is a member of the 
Board of Trustees of Lenoir Rhyne 
College. 

The college also received from Mr. 
Leonard Moretz, executor of the J. A. 
Moretz estate, a check for $2,500 to be 
used as follows: 

“To be used by said college trustees 
in the establishment of a scholarship 
for a worthy boy or girl of Catawba 
County who may be selected by said 
Board of Trustees as the recipient of 
said college scholarship. Said college 
trustees shall use the net income from 
said sum for such scholarship purposes 
and principal of said fund shall be kept 
invested by said trustees.” 

The late Mr. J. A. Moretz of Hickory, 
N. C., did not have the advantages of a 
college education in his youth, but he 
was one of the best read men and had 
one of the keenest minds in this sec- 
tion of North Carolina. He was deeply - 
interested in Christian education. For 
sixteen years, 1918-1934, he served as a 
member of the Board of Trustees of 
Lenoir Rhyne College, and for two 
years, 1933-1934, served as chairman of 
the board. 
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RURAL CHURCH CO-OPERATION 


A "Community" Enterprise of the Mississippi Synod 
By H. BRENT SCHAEFFER 


In 1935-37 the United States govern- 
ment bought up in a rehabilitation 
project some 250 square miles of land 
near Louisville, Miss. In this area the 
Mississippi Synod of the United Lu- 
theran Church had three small rural 
congregations and churches. The pur- 
chase of this area caused an exodus of 
nearly all the residents. Some refused 
to sell out and still hold their proper- 
ties. One of the congregations never had 
many members, and was discontinued, 
the few remaining families uniting with 
other Lutheran congregations. Services 
at another of these churches was discon- 
‘tinued for a’ year, but the families re- 
maining in the area reorganized, painted 
their church, and have been interested 
and active. 

The third congregation, Betheden 
(organized in 1854) is one of the oldest 
in the synod and has a great old ceme- 
tery splendidly kept up, in which are 
the graves of a number of Lutheran 
ministers. Some seven or eight fam- 
ilies remain at Betheden (among them 
good Lutheran names such as Kinard, 
Cook, Morgan, Edwards). This group 
meets all current expenses and benev- 
olence in full, and recently the chancel 
was remodeled to make it conform to 
Lutheran worship. The Mississippi 
Synod expects to provide regular serv- 
ices for these groups as long as it is 
possible to do so. 

In 1936 when it appeared that every 


family would be compelled to move out? 


of the area which the government de- 
sired to take over, under Pastor J. L. 
Drafts and the synodical president, the 
Rev. John W. Mangum, a congregation 
of fifteen members was organized at 
Craig Springs, a purely rural com- 
munity: adjoining the area. It was 
thought that a good number of Lu- 
theran families moving out of the area 
would settle near enough to be acces- 
sible to our church at Louisville or the 
congregation located at Craig Springs. 


The New Redeemer Church as 
Dedicated in 1943 
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Procession at the Dedication. Pastor Irwin 
and Dr. Reinartz are in the lead 


So Redeemer Evangelical Lutheran 
Church came into existence. 

In visitations to the Craig Springs 
community made in 1938 and 1939 by 
the president of synod, the possibility 
of establishing an organization which 
might be made to serve more ade- 
quately the entire community Was con- 
ceived. This plan grew out of the fact 
that the only active church organiza- 
tion within a radius of five miles was a 
Church of God campground. No de- 
nominational group had a_ sufficient 
number of adherents to form a congre- 
gation of sufficient size to hope to have 
any active pastoral relationship. There 
was no church building of any kind. 
The Lutherans had been having reg- 
ular services for some years in a small 
community house near the school. No 
other regular church services were be- 
ing held. 

Preliminary visitations were made to 
homes of the community and special 
services were held. Pastors Harold 
Wolff and C. L. Irwin spent summers 
at Craig Springs in active assistance to 
Pastor E. B. Heidt in development of 
the program. When Pastor Heidt 
moved to another parish, the Rev. 
C. L. Irwin was called to be pastor. 
Under his leadership all the substan- 


Bethesda, Mother Church of the Mississippi 
Synod, Organized 1854 


Shady Grove Church, Louisville 
Parish, Repainted 


tial families in the community signed 
an agreement of association with the 
Lutheran congregation. The organiza- 
tion was to be Lutheran with a Lu- 
theran pastor, literature, services, and 
church; but all were to give support 
to the one organization and the opinions 
and viewpoints of all concerned were 
to receive full consideration. 

It was unanimously decided to build 


a church—a church within the means © 


of the people of the small community — 
—but a building that would be a model ~ 
small rural church. The Board of 
American Missions agreed to lend 
$1,500, and the people agreed to take 
care of the rest. The architect who 
drew the, plans thought it would cost ~ 
$7,000 to build. The plans for the ~ 
church were approved by the U. L. — 
C. A. Committee on Church Architec- 
ture. One family gave the site, two , 
acres adjoining the school property. 
Practically all the lumber was con- 
tributed (trees were cut, logs were — 
hauled to the mills and the lumber 
hauled back to the site). One elderly © 
couple, Mr. and Mrs. Shepherd Crump- 
ton, gave some fine ‘pines they had 
saved to build a new home for them- 
selves. Much of the work was done by 
the men of the community. The build- 
ing was erected under the supervision 
of W. E. Glenn, a Lutheran contractor 
in the Louisville congregation. The 
church was completed with little in- 
debtedness other than the loan from 
the Board. o 
The church was dedicated during the 
sessions of the Mississippi Synod. 


St. John's at Louisville and 
Parsonage 
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75th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED 


First Church, Newton, lowa, Reports Growth frorn Seventeen 


Charter to 498 Baptized Members 


First Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Newton, Iowa, observed the seventy- 
fifth anniversary of its organization 
with special services September 19 and 
22, and with the publication of an an- 
niversary booklet giving the history of 
the congregation. The pastor, the Rev. 
F. D. Boldt, was the speaker at the 
service on Sunday, September 19, and 
Dr. Fred C. Wiegman, president of 
Western Theological Seminary and 
Midland College, was the principal 
speaker at the seventy-fifth anniver- 
sary banquet on September 22. The 
Rev. E. A. Piper, D.D., president of the 
Iowa Synod, was present at the ban- 
quet to bring greetings from that body. 
The Rev. W. H. Blancke, D.D., pastor 
emeritus of the congregation, gave the 
invocation and the benediction. 

First Church was organized July 12, 
1868, and on July 26 of that year the 
officers were installed, the seventeen 
charter members were received, and 
the Lord’s Supper was celebrated. The 
last of the charter members, Mrs. Mary 
Lyday, passed away July 20, 1936, at 
the age of ninety-nine years. 


Churches Loaned Buildings 


The organization meeting was held in 
the Congregational Church. First serv- 
ices were held in the Presbyterian 


‘Church, and for six months the con- 


gregation worshiped in the Baptist 
Church. And for four years services 
were held on the second floor of a store 
building in the business district. 

The first pastor of the congregation, 
the Rev. H. S. Cook, came on Septem- 


4. ber 1, 1869. During his pastorate of 


seven years the first church building 
was built and paid for. During the 
financial campaign to secure funds for 
the new church, the congregation be- 
came known as the “10-cent Mission,” 
when contributions were sought on the 
basis of ten cents per brick. Nearly 
$3,500 was received from 280 congrega- 
tions, Sunday schools and individuals 
in twelve different states and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

The present church building was 
erected during the pastorate of the Rev. 
W. Luther Bright, and dedicated June 


' 4, 1916. Newspaper accounts of the ded- 


ication described the building as “one 
of the handsomest churches in this part 
of the state.” Cost of the building was 
between $25,000 and $30,000. 

Fourteen pastors have served the 
congregation, five of whom are still 
living. They are the Rev. C. W. Leit- 
zell, D.D., now president emeritus of 
Hartwick College, who served from 
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1899 to 1902; the Rev. O. F. Weaver, 
D.D., now of Denver, Colo., pastor from 
January-September, 1909; the Rev. W. 
Luther Bright, pastor, 1910-18, now 
pastor at Xenia, Ohio; the Rev. W. H. 
Blancke, D.D., pastor emeritus of the 
congregation, who served the longest 
pastorate, eighteen years, from 1919 to 
1937; and the present pastor, the Rev. 
F. D. Boldt, who came to Newton Feb- 
ruary 1, 1937. : 

During the present pastorate the con- 
gregation has been especially fortunate 
in the memorial gifts that have been 
received. They include a painting over 
the altar, dome after Hoffman’s “Ascen- 
sion,” the altar, the altar cross, candle- 
sticks, altar vases, missal stand, altar 
hymnal, candelabra, the Kimball pipe 
organ, and the communion linen. A 
gift of $500 to be used for the purchase 
of organ chimes as soon as they are 
available after the war has also been 
received. Other gifts that have come to 
the congregation are more than fifty 
Common Service Books, altar, pulpit 
and lectern hangings, fifty steel folding 
chairs, a worship center for the Be- 
ginners’ Department of the Sunday 
school, a candle lighter, an L. C. Smith 
typewriter, three electric fans for the 
auditorium, four offering basons, pul- 
pit and lectern Bibles, and twenty-one 
choir robes. 


Extensive Repairs 


Repairs and improvements to the 
church building during the past six 
years include the necessary painting of 
the outside of the church, rebuilding 
of the two sets of front steps, covers 
for auditorium radiators, building of 
storage cabinets in choir room and 
basement, new curtains and light fix- 
tures for basement, rebuilding of chan- 
cel preparatory to installation of pipe 
organ, repair of all art-glass windows, 
a new chancel rug, and the complete 
redecoration of the church, including 
installation of nu-wood ceiling in the 
main auditorium and new light fixtures 
in the basement. 

Improvements at the parsonage dur- 
ing the same period were the outside 
painting of the house and garage, grad- 
ing of the back yard, building of a coal 
room in the basement, installation of a 
new furnace, purchase of storm win- 
dows, complete remodeling of the 
kitchen, a new roof on parsonage and 
garage, installation of nu-wood ceilings 
on first floor, and the re-papering of the 
entire house. 

During the period from February 1, 
1937, to August 31, 1943, a total of more 


than $38,000 was expended, with $7,524 
going for apportioned and unappor- 
tioned benevolences, and $30,550 going 
for local needs. The congregation has 
met its apportionment in full for the 
past four years and will do so again 
this year, and has met its quotas for all 
special appeals. 

The present baptized membership is 
498, with the record of the pastorate 
showing 180-members received, 74 chil- 
dren baptized, 99 funerals conducted, 
and 58 marriages conducted. 

The congregation is now preparing 
for the observance of the twenty-fifth 
anniversary of the organization of the 
U. L. C. A., which will be combined 
with a rededication service for the 
newly redecorated church. Speaker on 
that occasion will be the Rev. Charles 
B. Foelsch, D.D., president of Chicago 
Theological Seminary. 


25th Anniversary Plans 
(Concluded from page 2) 


10. Related publications: Closely re- 
lated to the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary are: 

A. The U. Ii C. Av’s 1944 Year 
Book: It will feature thumbnail 
biographies of fifty-three lead- 
ers of our Church who have 
gone home to God since 1918. 
The sketches are related to the 
causes to which these men and 
women, pastors and laymen, 
gave distinguished service. The 
Year Book will also bring 
resumes of each of our thirteen 
biennial conventions. 

B. The Documentary Desk Book: 
This publication will include a 
complete topical index of the 
Minutes of our thirteen biennial 
conventions; the reports of Pres- 
ident F. H. Knubel; the char- 
ters and constitutions of our 
Boards, auxiliaries and agencies 
(never before assembled); and 
the main pronouncements of the 
U. L. C. A., e.g., the Washington 
Declaration. Dr. W. H. Greever 
is the editor. 

11. Response of the Church: The re- 
sponse of synodical presidents at 
their recent conference and indi- 
vidual responses from pastors here 
and there throughout the Church 
make us hopeful that the anniver- 
sary will be fittingly observed in 
hundreds of our churches. (In the 
first thirty-six hours after the an- 
niversary materials were available 
to pastors, 602 orders had already 
been received.) 

Respectfully submitted, 
Cuartes B. FoELsScH 
Harry HopcGes 
F, Epprinc REINARTZ 
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Whcdwest Vhiseollanias 


SOUTHERN CONFERENCE SESSIONS A “REFRESHER” 


A DEACONESS motherhouse and train- 
ing school will be established at Tabitha 
Home for the Aged and Orphanage at 
Lincoln, Nebr., in connection with its 
expansion program, if a debate and res- 
olution on this subject on the floor of 
the Southern Conference of Midwest 
Synod will find further approval. Rea- 
son for this plan appeared to be lack 
of interest in the diaconate among 
otherwise consecrated young women 
who do not qualify now because of a 
limited rural background and conse- 
quent academic shortcomings. The new 
school would adopt the entrance re- 
quirements laid down by Pastor 
Fliedner for the Kaiserswerth institu- 
tion which produced a Florence Night- 
ingale. Tabitha Home, as conceived 
and conducted in its beginning, was a 
training school for nurses. The present 
move would mean only a revival and 
adaptation of an original purpose. The 
proposition was with enthusiasm unan- 
imously supported by conference which 
met September 14 and 15 at First 
Church, Syracuse, Nebr. 

In the opening communion service 
President Paul Waldschmidt of Ster- 
ling, Nebr., spoke on Romans 8: 31, “If 
God be for us, who can be against us?” 
emphasizing spiritual against material 
values. On the first afternoon lectures 
were given on the preparation for 
church membership. Pastor Hansen of 
Johnson, Nebr., spoke on the best 
known methods for juniors, and Dr. Mj 
Koolen of Friedens Church, Lincoln, 
brought out much light on procedures 
in the instruction of adults. Both ad- 
dresses revealed not only an abundance 
of factual information but inspiration 
for greater evangelistic efforts on the 
part of the pastors. Liturgist for the 
evening was the Rev. P. O. Spehr of 
Diller, Nebr., and Pastor E. Moede of 
Hildreth, Nebr., took for his sermon 
the picture of “Jesus Weeping Over 
Jerusalem” as his guiding theme. The 
devotions of the second day were in 
charge of Pastor F. Loeffler of Ohiowa, 
Nebr. Pastor R. Sauberzweig of Otoe, 
Nebr., then presented a New Testament 
study on “Fruits of the Gospel vs. ‘Suc- 
cess’” which led to an animated dis- 
cussion. The Nebraska Christian Rural 
Fellowship was represented by Pastor 
Victor Moeller of Falls City, Nebr. 

In the absence of the author, Pastor 
Hansen read an exegesis prepared by 
the Rev. J. Goemmel of Sutton, Nebr. 
The concluding discussion of the con- 
ference dealt with social problems 
created by the excessive population 
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shifts affecting the state of Nebraska, 
great losses in some places and aggre- 
gations beyond measure in others. Dr. 
E. Walter of Hastings, Nebr., as chair- 
man of the synodical social missions 
committee, led the discussion. Pastor 
and Mrs. Weisenborn and their congre- 
gation proved splendid hosts. 

All officers were re-elected: Pres- 
ident, the Rev. Paul Waldschmidt; sec- 
retary, the Rev. F. Weisenborn; treas- 
urer, the Rev. Victor Moeller. 


The laws governing marriage in 
Nebraska were tightened, by the 1943 
legislature. Beginning August 29 pre- 
marital and prenatal health examina- 
tions have become compulsory. These 
laws were passed to help protect the 
health of persons marrying in Nebraska, 
and to prevent the unborn child from 
acquiring syphilis from an infected 
mother. 


Sister Elizabeth Huth, parish dea- 
coness of Bethany Church, Buzlington, 
Iowa (Dr. R. R. Belter), spent her “va- 
cations” by assisting during the sum- 
mer in the boys’ department at Tabitha 
Home, Lincoln, Nebr. 


Among Our Pastors 


The Rev. Henry Monnich has re- 
turned from the pastorate at Lodgepole 
and Chappell, Nebr., to St. John’s 
Church, Schuyler, Nebr., which he 
served for eight years previous to going 
to the western parish. He began his 
services October 3. During the summer 
months this congregation was taken 
care of by Mr. Matthew Wiencke of 
Mount Airy Seminary. He is the son 
of Midwest Synod’s treasurer, the Rev. 
Gustav K. Wiencke of Auburn, Nebr. 


Beginning November 1, the Rev. Mil- 
ton Moore, until then pastor of Zion 
Church near Platte Center, will be in 
charge of St. John’s congregation, 
Ridgeley Township, Nebraska. 

The Rev. R. Shipwright has resigned 
from his pastorate at St. Mark’s Church, 
Pender, Nebr. 


Current supplies of vacant congrega- 
tions include, for St. John’s, Norfolk, 


Nebr., the Rev. M. Jensen of Pilger; - 


Trinity, Tea, S. D., the Rev. P. Bieger, 


who resigned there last January; and 


Student LeVon Spath of Western Semi- 
nary who takes care of the Pilger- 
Howells Parish. 


A Mission Festival 


When Zion Church at Gering, Nebr., 
near the Wyoming line, celebrates the 
annual missions festival, it may be a 


holiday for the congregation, but for 


their pastor, the Rev. Th. Schmunk, it 
is a great worry ere the day comes. — 
Being removed hundreds of miles from — 
the synodical center, securing of spe- — 
cial speakers is not easy. Therefore, — 
whosoever accepts the invitation has to 
be prepared for two addresses, for — 


church school and Luther League, and 


three sermons, for morning, afternoon, — 
and evening, and for these the church 
is filled each time. There are.no empty ~ 


pews. Such was the case September 19, 


when this year’s principal gathering for — 


missions took place, and the $230 in the 
collection plate for this moderately 
sized congregation was quite commend- 
able. During the year over $1,000 was 
raised through the Lord’s Acre plan to- 
ward payment of their debt. Pastor M. 
Schroeder of Lincoln was the speaker 
this year. , 


The Rev. Werner Welchert of Lan- 


ham, Kan., who was ordained to the © 


ministry at the last synodical conven- 
tion, has now brought his life’s com- 
panion to the parsonage in the person 
of the former Miss Marcella Tranberg, 
daughter of Pastor Tranberg of St. 


James Church, Vandalia, Ill, where ~ 
the marriage took place, the rite being 


administered by the bride’s father. 
The Brotherhood of St. Peter’s 


Church, Creston, Nebr., the Rev. R. | 


Jobman pastor, on September 23 were 
hosts to the Brotherhoods of Trinity, 
Columbus, and, Zion, Platte Center. Mr. 
Herbert Dasenbrock of Creston was in 
charge of the meeting. 


The Rev. R. Moehring of St. Paul’s 
Church, Glenvil, Nebr., has returned to 
his pulpit after several months’ absence, 
most of which was spent on a hospital 
bed in treatment of severe neuritis. 


Christ Church, Pierce, Nebr., the Rev. 
George Herber pastor, is the latest 
among the congregations who have 
joined the ranks of those who make use 
of the Lord’s Acre plan for meeting 
their church’s obligation at home and 
abroad. ~ 


Jn assuming the chairmanship for the. 


Third War Loan Drive in Fremont, 
Nebr., home of Midland College, Pres- 
ident F. C. Wiegman, D.D., had to or- 
ganize the greatest financial undertak- 
ing ever attempted in that city. 


Pastor J. N. Marxen of St. Paul’s 
Church, Blue Hill, Nebr., reports con- 
cerning his annual missions festival an 
offering of considerable size, namely, 
$355. The special preachers were: Pres- 


ident H. Goede of Columbus, Nebr.; | 


J. Bahnsen, Leigh, Nebr.; E. Moede, © 


Hildredth, Nebr.; and former mission- 
ary to New Guinea, Pastor Hansen of 
the American Lutheran Church. The 
evening offering of $86 was a special 
for Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Nebr. 
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If You're Going to 
the Movies 


CONSULT THESE ESTIMATES OF 
CURRENT FILMS 


PREPARED BY INDEPENDENT FILMSCORES, 
A Private REvIEWING SERVICE. 


NEW PICTURES 


Adventures of a Rookie (RKO). 
Wally Brown, Alan Carney. Farce. 
Training-camp escapades of three ir- 
responsible recruits. Repetitious as to 
incident; heavy as to humor. Dull. Y. 

Heaven Can Wait (Fox). Don 
Ameche, Chas. Coburn, Allyn Joslyn, 
Gene Tierney. Comedy. Self-assigned 
candidate for hell relates life story in 
flashbacks, finds his activities as Casa- 
nova have after all not fitted him for 
perdition. In technicolor. Settings. cos- 
tumes, manners of past decades are de- 
lightfully recreated; story is discern- 
ing, told with~ imagination, subtle 
humor in characterizations, lines and 
incidents. M, Y. 

Larceny With Music (Univ.). Leo 
Carillo, Kitty Carlisle, Allan Jones. 
Musical. Unethical cafe owner ties 
singer to shady contract; is outwitted 
himself, but all are incredibly success- 
ful. Crooked dealings bring only the 

greatest of good luck to everyone con- 
cerned, thereby marring an otherwise 
trivial but entertaining tale. M, Y. 

Seeds of Freedom (Potemkin Produc- 
tions; English dialogue added). Drama. 
Hollywood-made scenes of present-day 
Soviet warfare, with, as flashbacks, 
‘shots from famous Eistenstein film, 
“Potemkin.” Original film, silent, made 
in 1925, deal with Black Sea uprising 
of 1905, is deprived by additions and 


BEST CURRENT FILMS 


For Family: Bambi, Hit the Ice, The 
Human Comedy, In Which We Serve, 
My Friend Flicka, The Pride of the 
Yankees, Report from the Aleutians, 
Saludos Amigos, This Is the Army. 


For Mature Audience: Action in the 


North Atlantic, Casablanca, Claudia, 


The Constant Nymph, Desert Victory, 
Five Graves to Cairo, Holy Matrimony, 
Mission to Moscow, The Moon Is Down, 
The More the Merrier, The Ox-Bow 
Incident, Random Harvest, Shadow of 
a Doubt, Tennessee Johnson, This Land 
Is Mine, Watch on the Rhine. 


cutting of sweeping movement that 
made it great. Interesting, but badly 
mauled. M, Y. 

Submarine Alert (Par.). Richard 
Arlen. Melodrama. The FBI, a young 
radio engineer as decoy, and a flock of 
Nazi spies. Indistinguishable from 
countless others on same theme and 
with same devices of movement. Rou- 
tine. M, Y. 

+The Young Mr. Pitt (British film 
distributed by Fox). Phyllis Calvert, 
Robert Donat,’ John Mills, Robert Mor- 
ley. Drama eulogizing efforts of younger 
Pitt as prime minister to unite England 
against menace of Napoleon, with par- 
allels slanted for present struggle 
against Axis. An intelligent film, ex- 
pertly played and directed; in spots, 
extremely moving and dramatic. Bet- 
ter as picture of one man’s heroic de- 
votion to duty, however, than as ac- 
curate historical document, since facts 
and characters have been altered to 
bear out main theme. M, Y. 


“I” means “may appeal to mature audience” 
“Y” means “may appeal to youth” 

“C” means “may appeal to children” 

* means “outstanding for family” 

7 means “outstanding for mature audience” 
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IMPROVEMENTS AND ANNIVERSARIES ADD INTEREST 


TO CHURCH LIFE 


St. John’s Church, Gibraltar, the Rev. 
Frank Radcliffe, Lutheran pastor, 
celebrated its 150th anniversary Sep- 
tember 12. The Lutheran preacher at 
the morning service was the Rev. John 
'_C. Dries, pastor of the first English Lu- 
theran Church in Bridgeport, Conn. 
Speakers at the afternoon service were 
the Rev. Victor Kroninger of Shilling- 
ton, and the Rev. Corson Snyder of 
Bethlehem. Features of the celebration 
at the service in the afternoon were the 
burning of the last indebtedness on the 
parsonage and the inauguration of a 
building fund with a $100 Government 
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Bond. St. John’s has overpaid its Lu- 
theran World Action quota as has its 
sister church in the parish, the Robeson 
congregation. 

New Bethel-Zion Church, Grimville, 
the Rev. Ira W. Klick pastor, was re- 
dedicated Sunday, September 26. The 
service marked the completion of the 
painting of the interior walls of the 
church. The preachers for the occasion 
were the Rev. Clarence Rahn and the 
Rev. Luther Schlenker. 


Confirmation Services 
Confirmation is being held in several 


of our rural churches hereabouts, a 
custom that has grown out of the dif- 
ficulties of travel in the country during 
the winter. Pastor William F. Bond is 
confirming 24 catechumens at Hufi’s 
Church and 44 at Longswamp. Pastor 
L. R. Miller of the Centerport Parish 
confirmed a class of forty-one at St. 
Michael’s on October 3 and 39 at Belle- 
man’s on September 12. This is the 
largest class of catechumens ever con- 
firmed at Belleman’s in its 197 years of 
history. Also ten adults were received 
by letter of transfer on October 3. Pas- 
tor Luther Schlenker confirmed 27 
young people at Becker’s St. Peter’s in 
Richmond Township September 5. 


Pastors Installed 


The Rev. Gunnar Knudsen was in- 
stalled as the new pastor of Trinity 
Church, Reading, Thursday evening, 
September 30. The installation service 
Rev. Luke 


was conducted by the 
Sweitzer, president of the Reading 
Conferencé, assisted by Russell D. 


Snyder, D.D., professor at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, 
who supplied the pulpit many times 
during the vacancy. After the installa- 
tion service the congregation and 
friends gathered in the chapel to meet 
and greet the new pastor and his wife. 


The Rev. E. L. Leisey was installed 
as pastor of the newly formed Robe- 
sonia Parish on the evening of Sep- 
tember 5. The Rev. Luke Sweitzer 
conducted the service and the Rev. 
William A. Fluck of St. Luke’s, Read- 
ing, preached the sermon. 


St. John’s Church, Boyertown, the 
Rev. David F. Longacre pastor, adopted 
new by-laws at a special meeting held 
September 22. Although many im- 
provements to the interior and ex- 
terior of the church property have just 
been made, $8,000 has been laid aside 
so far this year in a Renovation Fund. 
The purpose of this fund is to renovate 
the nave as soon as building conditions 
warrant. 


Altalaha Church, Rehrersburg, -the 
Rev. Luther N. Schaeffer pastor, suc- 
cessfully completed a fifteen. months’ 
drive to raise $1,300 to liquidate the 
debt. This achievement was celebrated 
in connection with the annual Harvest 
Home Service September 5. With the 
clearing of the debt all five churches 
of the Stouchsburg Lutheran Parish 
now stand debt free. 


Alsace Church, Reading, the Rev. 
Lester Fetter pastor, recently held a 
candlelight rededication of the service 
flag for its 137 members in the service. 


A Family Festival 
was held at Bethany Church, Stony 
Creek Mills, the Rev. D. U. Drucken- 
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miller pastor, at the Vesper Service 
September 26. Five adults joined the 
church; four by confirmation, P 1/c 
Thomas Melcher, home on furlough, 
Mrs. Thomas Melcher, Mrs. Ray I. 
Troxel, whose husband is in the armed 
forces in Sicily, and her sister, Miss 
Cora Essig. Mrs. Lily Robertson, for- 
merly of the Church of England and 
mother of Mrs. Melcher, was received 
by renewal of faith. Climax of the 
service was the administration of Holy 
Communion to the new members and 
their families and to service men home 
on furlough and members of their 
families. 


Sunday School for Prisoners 


The war has affected the Berks 
County Jail in a not unpleasant way, 
reports the Rev. Fred J. Fiedler, mis- 
sionary for the Reading Inner Mission- 
ary Society. Normal pre-war prison 
population was 250, but this has 
dropped to 130. Considerable interest 
has been shown by the men in a Sun- 
day school class which meets every 
Sunday morning at nine o’clock under 
the sponsorship of the Society. Thirty 
to forty men respond regularly and the 
warden co-operates by having men re- 
leased from any duties they might have 
during that hour. 
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During Four Generations 


Faust Family, Ambler, Pa., Has Notable 
Record of Church Membership 


By Pastor M. L. Tozrr 


Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Faust 


Axvin D. Faust, who bought a tan- 
nery in Upper Dublin Township on 
Bethlehem Pike and Butler Pike, 
Montgomery County, Pa., in December 
1850 united with the Upper Dublin 
Lutheran Church shortly afterward. 

He was active in the reorganization 
period of the congregation, which had 
been organized in 1753, but after in- 
activity from 1810 until 1850 was re- 
organized in 1856. He had five sons, 
Richard J., Edwin H., Samuel A., Mil- 
ton D., and Alvin B. 


The Second Generation 

The four sons of the second genera- 
tion served the Lutheran Church in 
many ways. They taught in the church 
school, served on the church council, 
and were active in the work of the 
church and regular in attendance. 

During the past ten years, the four 
sons of the second generation of Fausts 
have been called to the church tri- 
umphant: 


Samuel A. died September 22, 1933, 
aged seventy-four years. 

Milton D. died November 11, 1937, 
aged seventy-seven years. 

Edwin H. died September 24, 1939, 
aged eighty-five years. 

Alvin B. died July 7, 1943, aged 
seventy-eight years. 


The death of Alvin B. brought to an 
end the long years of active. service 
which these four brothers had rendered 
to the church in their community. The 
years Edwin H. and Alvin B. served on 
the council totals nearly a century. 

Edwin H. spent many years as or- 
ganizer and manager of the cemetery 
owned by the church. Alvin B. served 
as treasurer of the church for forty- 
five years. Samuel A. served as super- 
intendent of the Sunday school for 
fourteen years and as treasurer of the 
school for many more years. Milton D. 
taught in the Sunday school for more 
than forty years. 


The Third Generation 
Three daughters and four sons of 


these four brothers are still living! Two — 


daughters and two sons still reside in 
the community and are members of 
the Upper Dublin church. Mrs. Hille- 
mann is organist and directs the Junior 
Choir, and Mrs. Stout assisted her 
father with/the cemetery records. Wil- 
liam H. Faust is a member of the 


‘church council and also treasurer of 


the Artman Home, and Henry K. has 
been superintendent of the Sunday 
school for twenty-three years. 


The Fourth Generation 

of Fausts appear in the church mem- 
bership rolls in the persons of three 
daughters of Henry K. There are no 
sons living in the community of the 
fourth generation. 
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Philadelphia, Pa. The Federation of 
Churches in Philadelphia, the Rev. Dr. 
E. E. Palmquist, executive secretary, 
has arranged for a special meeting on 
November 2, of which the announced 
purpose is “to think about the Christian 
responsibility for a just and durable 
peace.” It is stated that similar meet- 
ings have been organized in 105 cities 
of the country, among them, in addi- 
tion to Philadelphia, are Greensburg, 
Johnstown, Lancaster, Reading, Wilkes- 
Barre, and Erie. 


Rochester, N. Y. The Lutheran In- 
ner Mission Society of Rochester and 
Vicinity announced, under date of Sep- 
tember 20, the Tenth Anniversary Roll 
Call of this energetic and efficient or- 
ganization. In a pamphlet prepared for 
wide distribution a brief resume of the 
society has been made by the Rev. 
Robert W. Stackel, “God, Faith—and 
You.” Pastor Stackel began his story 
with the sentence, “From a budget of 
nothing to $18,000, from a staff of one 
to seven full-time workers, from a 
dream of service to an actual program 
of 25,000 contacts a year—this marks 
the ten-year phenomenal development 
of our Lutheran Inner Mission Society 
of Rochester and Vicinity.” 

The anniversary service occurred on 
September 26. The Rev. Eugene L. 
Stowell was liturgist, the anniversary 
address was made by the Rev. Fred- 
erick R. Knubel, D.D., and the pres- 
ident of the board presented the super- 
intendent, Pastor Frederick W. Heins. 
Concerning him the booklet writes, 
“His .able leadership, his splendid 
Christian example and his completely 
selfless devotion to our cause have con- 
tributed vitally to the progress of our 
Society.” 


Sampson, N. Y. The United States 
Naval Training Station located at 
Sampson, N. Y., reports from its Public 
Relations Office that “Eight thousand 
officers, men and women of the Navy 
joined in a huge united Protestant 
Communion service, in observance of 
World Communion Sunday.” Those in 
attendance gathered at one of the sta- 
tion’s 600-foot drill halls. By way of 
accommodation to the differing denom- 
inational connections of the communi- 
cants a paragraph found in “The Order 
, of Worship” reads “All are invited to 
partake of the Holy Communion, which 
‘is administered this morning by chap- 
lains and clergymen of many differing 
churches. Let each man receive the 
Lord’s Supper in the faith of his own 
church.” Administering the sacrament 
were eighteen Protestant chaplains, 
twenty visiting clergymen and six Navy 
enlisted men who are ordained min- 
isters. Captain William W. Edel (ChC), 
USN, is Senior Chaplain. 
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Pastors — 


Give “LUTHERAN 
More 


“PUBLICITY 
In Your Parish 


It Will Mean “Silent Salesman” 


MORE SUBSCRIBERS 


AN EXAMPLE 


“A copy of ‘The Lutheran’ was given me in Sunday school last 
Sunday. I enjoyed reading it very much. Enclosed please find my 
check for Two Dollars, your subscription price for one year. Thank- 
ing you, I am, very truly yours, Edith M. Lauer, 364 Hillside Ave., 
Rochester 10, N. Y.” 


BACK IN THE FOLD 


“During the depression I discontinued a number of periodicals, 
among them I am sorry to say, “The Lutheran.’ Last year I received 
a year’s subscription as a Christmas Gift, the most enjoyable present 
of all. I was agreeably surprised at the improvement of the period- 
ical. I often have occasion to read other church papers. Of all of 
them, especially the weeklies, I consider ‘The Lutheran’ the 
BREEZIEST of them all. In the near future we expect to put on a 
campaign in our congregation for new subscribers.” L. P. Rupright, 
Marysville, Ohio. 


MORE INSTALLATIONS OF THE “SILENT SALESMAN” 


New Philadelphia, Ohio. 

Emmanuel, Walden M. Holl 
Pine River, Minn. 

Faith, 
Boswell, Pa. 

St. Andrews, E. L. Hauser 
Jerome, Pa. 

Jerome, E. L. Hauser 
Elizabeth, N. J. 

St. Mark’s, John A. W. Kirsch 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

St. Matthew’s, T. Benton Peery 
Germantown, N. Y. 

Christ, Walter E.. Bock 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Salem, Paul L. Wetzler, D.D. 
Kingston, N. Y. : 

Trinity, Frank L. Gollnick 


Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

First, Paul L. Miller 
Auburn, Nebr. 

St. Paul’s, F. W, Henkel 
Elderton, Pa. 

Mt. Union, Paul L. Schmiedel 


Woodbine, Md. 

(Calvary, Andrew F. Theisz 
Williamsport, Pa. 

St. Mark’s, J. Ray Houser 
Butler, Pa. 

First, Paul E. Daugherty 


Westminster, Md. 
Grace, Elwood S. Falkenstein 


Pine Grove, Pa. 
St. Peters, John E. Youse 


Williamsport, Pa. 
St. John’s, L. G. Shannon 


The end of Church Paper Month is near but the campaign for 
subscriptions must go on. “The Lutheran” has an important place in 
the church’s program. No pastor’s program is complete if “The 
Lutheran” does not have a place in it. It is not too late. Act today! 
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Kentucky-Tennessee Vs, BLS. 


Orange Blossoms bloomed in August 
for Pastor Olan Aughbaugh, St. John’s 
Church, Melbourne, Ky., who was mar- 
ried to Laura Christine Bowen at Christ 
Episcopal Church in Cincinnati. Mrs. 
Aughbaugh is organist and choir di- 
rector at Trinity Church, Bellevue, Ky. 


Louisville’s Lutheran Minister’s As- 
sociation is studying catechetics as a 
1943-44 project. A committee, headed 
by Pastors Clayton A. Robertson, D.D., 
and Charles Strubel, is leading the or- 
ganization in what is hoped to be a 
fresh approach to catechetical methods 
among pastors. 


MAN AND WIFE 


WANTED: Sturdy couple, middle-aged pre- 
ferred, for gardening, cleaning, and general 
maintenance work at Wagner Memorial Lu- 
theran College. Comfortable quarters and meals 
provided. Write, stating age, experience, and 
salary expected. 

Wagner College, Staten Island, N. Y. 


CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS 


for re-sale or oY use, istmag car Iso cards for 

‘eccasions. TR' ISTL Ang SENTIMENTS, wack exquisite cari 
is seme distinctive touch which gives it INSTANT APPEAL, 
OCK B fe) S. Write TODAY eon Seopa information} 


nibrone oneea CA 


Dept. 15 Philadelphia, Pa. 


066 6 A 6 60 CRN O00 6 OO Ne seers oreranialeamsining | 


Burnitare 


GOLD LEAB Wood wy wood MEMORIAL 


CROSSES TABLETS 


Chancel ALTERATIONS 


De lore éDelsore 


ISOS RACE ST.~ PHILADELPHIA: PA. 


* ALLENTOWN: PA # NEW YORK*s ~- 


0 A 02 8 8 0 8 


PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 


Pulpit Hangings—Altar Cloths 
Bible Marker: ommunion Linens 

' Embroideries—Fabrics 

Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


1837 Mersiogjoryean stierset] O43 


COX SONS & VINING, Inc. 


131 EAST 23k0 STREET, NEW YORK. WN. Y. 


Gowns for Pulpit and Choir 


Superfrontals, pulpit and lectern 
ings, bookmarkers, communion linens, ma’ 
cut out. Catalogue and Gees on request. 


ice and Salesroom 
“ww 40th 
JM. HALL INC. 149 doth 8. Now Zext 
Address all correspondence to Miss J. Hall, 
Delhi, New York. Tel. Delhi 33F21 


| eee, The \ 
® PAYNE-SPIERS STUDIOS, in. 


12s FoF. T oH AVENUE—NEWLYORK 
STUDLOS) PATERSON, N os). 


| il STAINED GLASS WINDOWS , 


BRONZE-TABLETS 
«MEMORIALS IN WOOD, MARBLE, IRON, MOSAICS 
ALTAR FURNISHINGS 4 DESIGNS SUBMITTED ©" > 


es 
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By Rocer G. IMHoFr 


Leading Speakers on the program of 
the synodical Women’s Missionary Con- 
vention at Trinity Church, Louisville, 
October 12 and 13 include Prof. Stewart 


Herman, Hamma Divinity School for-' 


mer pastor of the American Church in 
Berlin, and Miss Lilith Schwab, mis- 
sionary to India, now on furlough and 
awaiting her fourth term in monsoon- 
land.. Mrs. Lawrence Speckman, Louis- 
ville, is president of the auxiliary. 


Memorial Congregation, Nashville, 
Edwin Detmer -pastor, rededicated its 
church building in August, seven 
months after the $10,000 fire of last 
January. The renovated edifice in- 
cludes new memorial windows, chan- 
cel, nave and church school furnishings, 
and a new church school room. In ad- 
dition to insurance, many cash gifts, 
including one for $1,000 from synod, 
are paying for the improvements and 
repairs. 


Trinity Church, Louisville, has re- 
dedicated its entire plant, featuring an 
asphalt-tile floor in the basement, an 
enlarged banquet room and a new ven- 
tilating system. A memorial sacristy 
has been given by Minna and Amelia 
Peters, Trinity members. Funds were 
also raised for construction of a new 
women’s lounge when priorities relax. 


Salary Increases have been given to 
more than 50 per cent of the pastors in 
synod this year at the recommendation 


, of synod president, I. R. Ladd, D.D., 


pastor of Trinity Church, Louisville. 


Reformation Services are set for Oc- 
tober 31 in two centers in synod. North- 
ern Kentucky Lutherans will worship 
together at Zion Church, Park Hills, 
Lorin Spenny, synod secretary, pastor, 
and Louisville Lutherans will celebrate 
at First Church, Arthur M. Huffman 
pastor. 


William C. (Bill) Johnson, Fenner 
Memorial Church, Louisville, president 
of the synodical Brotherhood, has been 
inducted into the army. 


Short Items 

Pastor Arthur Huffman, recently 
come from Knoxville, was installed at 
First Church, Louisville, September 26. 
... The annual fall conference of synod 
will be held November 9 and 10 at 
Memorial Church, Nashville. . . . Zion 
Church, Park Hills, has matched a 
synod gift of $800 for payment of a 
second mortgage. . . : Louisville pas- 
tors took about forty girls to near-by 
Fort Knox for a devotional, recreational 
and refreshment program September 


22, in charge of Chaplains Edward - 
Dorner and Ira Fritz. ... Synod is plan- ~ 
ning to assist the Shelbyville, Tenn., | 
parish to the extent of $500 annually 
in order to fill its three-year vacant | 
pulpit. 


N. Y. LUTHERAN SOCIETY 
MEETING 


New York City. Luther A. Weigle, — 
Dean of the Divinity School of Yale © 
University, who has chosen as his topic | 
“Religious Freedom,” will be the guest | 
speaker at the fall meeting of the Lu- | 
theran Society to be held Friday eve- © 
ning, October 29, at St. Peter’s Parish © 
House, 132 East 54th St., Manhattan, © 
New York, N. Y. Dean Weigle is for- 
mer president of the Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America, un- 
der whose auspices “The Six Pillars of 
Peace” have been prosnaeey by 
John Foster Dulles. 


The Rev. Arthur Foellner resigned as © 
pastor of the Reynoldsville Parish of | 
the Central Pennsylvania Synod to ac- © 
cept the call of Messiah Church, Phila- — 
delphia, Pa. He took up his new duties © 
as associate pastor of Messiah Church ~ 
October 1. : 

Mr. Foellner was assistant to Dr. . 
Ross Stover for three and a half years © 
June 1938-January 1942, prior to be- © 
coming pastor of the Reynoldsville Par- 
ish, which consisted of Trinity, St. 
Paul’s and Paradise congregations. Evi- 
dences of spiritual growth are noted in — 
each of these congregations through his 
pastoral work among them. 


The Rev. W. C. Donaldson of Laotto, 
Ind., has taken up the work of the pas- © 
torate of First Church, Lancaster, Ohio. 


RESOLUTIONS 
Capt. Wm. B. Clarke 

Whereas, God in His mysterious, yet tender 
and unerring wisdom, has seen best to remove 
Capt. William B. Clarke, our beloved teacher 
from our midst; therefore be it resolved: 

1. That in the death of this beloved man our 
Men’s Bible Class has lost a true and _ loyal 


worker and teacher, but we know our loss is’ . 


ain. 
we bow our heads in eo submis- 
y will be 


heaven’s 

2. Tha 
sion and pray for strength to sa 
seta "and to feel that ‘God oan ail things 
we. 

8. That we, the Men’s Bible Class, extend 
our love and deepest sympathy to the heart- 
broken family of their sad hours, and pray 
God’s blessings upon them. 

4, That a copy of these resolutions be placed 
on the minutes of our Bible Class, a copy mailed 
to THE LutHeRAN for publication, and a copy be 
sent to the family. . 

MeEn’s BrstE Crass, St. PAvut’s EVANGELICAL 

LuTHERAN CHURCH 

W. J. Metzger, 

L. E. Fetzer, 

R. J. Mallory, Committee. 
J. W. Kessler, Sec. and Treas. 


MISSIONARY’S ARRIVAL IN INDIA 


The Board of Foreign Missions, at its office 
in Baltimore, has received a cablegram from its 
mission in India announcing the arrival of Dr. 
John C. Finefrock, Miss Theodora Noe 
and Miss Mette K. Blair in India October 1 
on aon good news along to all relatives and 
riends. 
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OBITUARY 
The Rev. E. D. S. Boyer 


‘pastor of Grace Church, Philadelphia, was called 
to eternal life, suddenly and unexpectedly fol- 
lowing a heart attack and cerebral hemorrhage, 
‘Sund morning, October 3. Although given 
‘immediate attention by his wife, who had been 
a professional nurse before her marriage, and 
‘medical service as soon: as a doctor could be 
‘called, he died a few hours later, in his 
‘seventieth year. 

The Rev. Boyer was born in Dillingersville, 
Pa., June 17, 1874, the son of Henry and Susan 
Boyer, nee Schuler. After graduating from 
Perkiomen Seminary and the Kutztown State 
Normal School, he entered Muhlenberg College 
in the sophomore year, graduating in the class 
of 1900. After completing the course at Mt. 
Airy Seminary, he was graduated in 1903. 
Spending one year in graduate work in the 

icago Seminary, he was ordained to the min- 
istry in 1904 and began his ministerial work by 
becoming the first pastor of Holy Trinity 
Church, Lafayette, Ind. In fourteen years, he 
gathered a flourishing congregation, with a fine 
church edifice. 

For the eight years following he served as a 
Ges of Trinity Church, Danville, Pa. During 

is period he was the president of the Danville 
Conference for several terms. In 1926, he was 
called to become the pastor of Resurrection 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa., where he served for 
five years. Following an interim of five years 
of service as a supply pastor, he accepted a call 
to Grace Church, West Philadelphia, where he 
served for seven years prior to his death. 

Funeral services were held in this church 
Thursday, October 7, at 11.00 A. M., and were 
conducted by the Rev. M. R. Hamsher, D.D., 
president of the Central Pennsylvania Synod; 
the Rev. T. B. Peery, S.T.D., president of the 
East Pennsylvania Conference; and the Rev. 

. T. Hempel, pastor of the neighboring St. 
Stephen’s Church. At the request of the de- 
ceased a speronet message was delivered by 
the Rev. J. J. Schindel, D.D. Further services 
were held in the historic Trappe Lutheran 
Church and were conducted by the Rev. 
Hempel. Interment was made in the cemetery 
connected with the latter church. 

_ The Rev. Boyer was a posior of kindly and 
Sympathetic disposition, of steadfast faith and 
character despite trials and difficulties, and a 
lee preacher of power and conviction. He 
survived by his widow, Mrs. Lillian Boyer, 
nee Danner. An only sister, Mrs. Norman 
Geyer, having entered life about four months 
ago, in Tennessee. Frank S. Kuntz. 


THE COMMISSION OF ADJUDICATION 


The Commission of Adjudication of the United 
Lutheran Church in America will meet in the 
William Penn Hotel in Pittsburgh, Pa., Wednes- 
day, November 10, at 10.00 A. M., for the trans- 
action of such business as may properly come 
_ before it. B. H. Pershing, Sec. 


; CONFERENCES 


The tenth annual conference of the Kentucky- 
Tennessee Synod will convene at Memorial 
Church, Riverside Drive, Nashville, Tenn., the 
Rev. Edwin J. Detmer pastor, November 9 and 
10. The first session will open with the Holy 

. Communion at 5.00 P. M. 
Lorin L. Spenny, Sec. 


The Southern Conference of the United Evan- 
gelical Synod of North Carolina will meet No- 
vember 4 in Trinity Church, Concord, N. C., 
the Rev. K. Y. Huddly pastor. The Rev. L. A. 
Thomas, D.D., president, will preside over the 
one-day meeting. Rev. L. C. Bumgarner, Sec. 


“Representatives of the West Pennsylvania 
Conference of the Central Pennsylvania Synod 
will assemble at 9.00 A. M., November 9, in 
St. Matthew’s Church, Hanover, Pa., : 
Beidleman, D.D., pastor. 

The sermon will be preached by the pres- 
ident, the Rev. H. W. Sternat, who will be as- 
sisted by the other officers of conference and 
the pastor of the host church in the adminis- 
tration of the Holy Communion. 

The evening session will be in charge of the 
laymen of the conference. 


j Snyder Alleman, Sec. 


WOMEN’S MEETINGS 


The fifty-third annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Philadelphia 
Conferences of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
will be held Thursday, November 11, in St. 
Michael’s Church, 6675 Germantown Ave., the 
Rev. W. K. Hemsath, D.D., pastor. Sessions will 
- be held at 10.00 A. M., 2.00 P. M., and 7.45 

iP. MM. Leona M. Bechtold, Stat. Sec. 


The forty-seventh annual convention_of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Reading 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
- will be held in St. John’s Church, Mohnton, 
Pa., the Rev. Charles G. Heffner pastor, Wednes- 
day, November 3. 

Edith H. Druckenmiller, Sec. 


- October 27, 1943 


BULLETINS 


for SPECIAL SERVICES 


THANKSGIVING 


A NEW THANKSGIVING BULLETIN 
has been made available as part of our 
weekly bulletin service. This bulletin is in 
one color, with a timely illustration on 
the first page and a striking message on 
the fourth page. It should be ordered as 
No. T-2. Price—40 cents a hundred to 
subscribers, 60 cents a hundred to others. 


SPECIAL THANKSGIVING COLOR 
BULLETIN is a new item from one of our 
sources of supply. It will serve excellently 
on occasions where a color bulletin is de- 
sired. When ordering indicate No. 4370. 
Price — $1.50 a. hundred; $3.50 for two 
hundred and fifty; $6 for five hundred and 
$10 a thousand. 


PATRIOTIC 


COLOR BULLETINS which will be found 
useful in connection with patriotic serv- 
ices, especially in the church, now are 
available. Six patriotic cover designs are 
offered, one of which, No. 4280, is shown. 
Price—$1.50 a hundred; quantity prices 
and samples on request. 


THE UNITED LUTHERAN 
PUBLICATION HOUSE 


1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


CHICAGO PITTSBURGH COLUMBIA 


The forty-eighth annual convention of the 
Women’s Missionary Society of the Lancaster 
Conference of the Ministerium of Pennsylvania 
and Adjacent States will be held November 4, 
in St. John’s Church, Columbia, Pa., the Rev. 
Charles A. Mathias pastor. 

Sessions at 9.45 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. An 
executive meeting at 9.15 A. M. will precede 
the convention sessions. A 

Speakers: Paul Andrew Kirsch, D.D., Miss 
Christie Zimmerman and Miss Henriette Lund. 

Mrs. Elmer Curry, Sec. 


The fifteenth annual convention of the Wo- 
men’s Missionary Society of the Long Island 
Conference of the United Synod of New York 
will be held Friday, November 5, at St. Luke’s 
Church, Woodhaven, N. Y., the Rev. E. R. Jax- 
heimer pastor. Mrs. Paul E. Schmidt, Sec. 


The Women’s Missionary Society of the 
Illinois Synod will hold its fourteenth biennial 
convention, November 3-5, in Trinity Church, 


Rockford, Ill., Dr. O. Garfield Beckstrand pas- 

tor. The opening’ session will be held Wednes- 

day afternoon, November 3, at four o’clock. 
Marie W. Hallen, Sec. 


A BOGUS SOLICITOR 


Philadelphia Pa., October 4, 1943. 
Dear LUTHERAN: 

A certain individual claiming to be Richard 
Stolpe, a member of the Church of the Prince 
of Peace, Philadelphia, has been visiting pers 
and asking for money. He usually claims to 
have moved into the neighborhood of the pastor 
to be victimized, pretends interest in that 
church and ends up seeking a loan in order to 

et back and forth to work. He is about five 
eet, 10 inches tall, dark thick hair, either brings 
with him, or claims to have a child about fifteen 
months old, is missing the small finger on the 
left hand. 

You may use this material as you see fit in 
order to warn any possible victims. C..d.,. 8. 
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“TOWARD GOD’S GOLDEN GOALS”* 


ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND SOULS 


ADDED TO THE CHURCH 
DURING ANNIVERSARY YEAR 


IT CAN BE DONE-—IF 
YOU WANT IT DONE! 


ZEALOUS VISITATION EVANGELISM IS THE ANSWER 


Study the Program as outlined 
by the 
es ahead EVANGELISM 


in the new book 
“REACHING FOR THEM” 


(One copy has been mulled to every U. A. 
pastor. AdGE onal copies may be had frome ‘this 
Board at fie cents each.) 


_ Make it WORK in your congregation 


*U.L.C.A. 25th ANNIVERSARY SLOGAN 


THE BOARD OF SOCIAL MISSIONS 
_of : 
The United Lutheran Church in America 
39 East 35th Street 
New York 16, N. Y. 


